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May  3,  1922- 
November  9,  1993 

what  does  the  Lord  require  of  you 
But  to  do  Justice,  to  love  kindness 
And  to  walk  humbly  with  your  God. 

Micah  6:8 


Dwight  Cooper  came  to  Bladen  Baptist  Association  as  Director  of  Missions  on  March  1,  1981 . 
He  was  a  man  of  uncompromising  humility  and  endearing  kindness  to  all. 

Dwight  came  into  the  ministry  having  watched  his  own  father  toil  as  a  pastor  in  the  vineyards 
of  the  Lord.  Born  in  Laurens  County,  South  Carolina,  he  lived  the  life  of  a  "Preacher's  Kid"  and 
felt  the  call  of  God  to  minister  as  his  father  did.  This  experience  became  an  invaluable  asset 
in  his  role  as  Director  of  Missions. 

Divight  loved  the  Lord  and  that  love  flowed  from  his  personality  to  all  who  came  into  contact 
with  him.  He  ivas  a  pastor  to  the  pastor's  of  this  association.  There  was  never  a  time  in  which 
he  would  shun  a  felloiv  servant,  but  ivas  always  willing  to  talk,  hear  and  share  with  anyone 
in  need. 

In  a  time  when  the  polarization  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  has  been  most  noticed, 
Divight  worked  to  build  consensus  among  Bladen  Baptists.  His  theology  was  secondaty  to  our 
concerns.  He  was  a  man  luho  ivished  for  the  ivholeness  of  the  house  that  is  Bladen  Baptist  for 
he  kneiv  thai  a  divided  house  could  not  stand. 

We  have  been  blessed  by  God  with  the  personage  of  Dwight  Cooper.  He  wanted  for  Bladen 
Baptist  Association  to  move  into  our  next  hundred  years  with  our  eyes  focused  on  it,  but  with 
our  hearts  grounded  in  our  heritage.  This  volume  is  a  part  of  that  desire.  When  you  pull  this 
book  down  and  ivipe  away  the  dust  from  its  cover,  remember  that  our  todays  have  been  secured 
by  the  work  done  in  our  yesterdays.  Thank  you  Lord  for  those  who  have  lead  in  our  foregoing 
that  now  give  us  our  bright  forthcoming.  This  work  is  dedicated  to  Divight  Cooper,  a  humble 
servant  of  our  Lord  and  our  dear  friend. 


In  publishing  this  Directory,  we  are  "breaking  new  ground,"  according  to  the  Associational  Missions 
Division  of  the  Home  Mission  Board.  There  might  be  other  such  publications,  but  they  have  never 
heard  nor  seen  one.  Neither  have  we. 

We  have  proceeded  cautiously,  trying  to  keep  in  mind  one  underlying  fact:  this  is  not  an 
Associational  Directory.  Its  purpose  is  not  to  give  information  about  the  organization  called  the 
"association."  That  has  been  done  by  various  centennial  committees  in  several  publications  during 
the  celebration  in  1 992  of  our  first  one  hundred  years  (1 892-1 992).  And,  we  might  add,  they  did  a 
superb  job  in  the  work  they  did. 

The  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  focus  on  information  about  the  churches.  They,  not  the 
association,  constitute  both  the  reason  and  the  point  of  interest  for  this  Directory. 

Obviously,  we  could  not  include  a  full  history  of  each  church.  The  sketch  that  is  included  with  each 
picture  comes  from  the  information  that  was  published  in  the  Bladen  Journal  6uur\g  the  centennial 
year.  We  have  tried  to  up-date  any  changes  that  have  been  made  since  that  time. 

There  will,  inevitably,  be  errors  in  information  and  events  overlooked.  Like  other  directories,  this  one 
will  probably  be  updated  in  future  years.  Whoever  does  that  will  want  a  list  of  new  or  corrected 
information  that  you  will  want  in  that  revision.  You  will  be  contacted  for  your  help  and  input  before 
such  an  attempt  is  made. 

The  contributions  of  many  people  have  gone  into  this  issue.  To  try  to  name  them  all  would  be  to 
guarantee  that  we  would  omit  some.  We  simply  say  "thank  you"  to  all  who  have  had  a  part  in  it,  to 
the  historians  who  have  done  a  monumental  work,  to  the  photographer  whose  work  speaks  for  itself 
and  to  the  churches  who  have  been  most  cooperative  in  supplying  the  information  contained  herein. 
The  Bladen  Office  Supply,  Inc.  has  photographed  and  printed  the  entire  directory.  To  all  we  say 
"Thanks." 

We  dedicate  this  Association  Directory  of  the  Bladen  Baptist  Churches  to  the  memory  of  all  those 
who  have  been  a  part  of  every  church  listed  here,  to  those  now  living  who  are  making  history  that 
others  will  record  in  years  to  come  and  to  the  One  Who  still  stands  in  the  midst  of  the  Golden 
Candlesticks  and  continues  to  speak  His  word  to  His  churches.  May  He  give  us  ears  to  hear  and 
hearts  to  obey. 

Dwight  W.  Cooper 

Director  of  Associational  Missions 
Bladen  Baptist  Association 
Bladen  County,  NC 
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PASTOR 

Rev,  Jerry  Clark 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  10:00  a.m. 


WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  11:00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  EVENING 
SERVICE 
7:00  p.m.  EST 
7:30  p.m.  DST 

WEDNESDAY 
7:30  p.m.  EST 

WMU 

First  Tues.,  7:30-8:00  p.m. 


Kkl  bbottsburg  Baptist  Church  was  organized  Janu- 
I  ary  6,  1870.  The  Reverend  Haynes  Lennon  was 
the  first  pastor.  On  that  day  43  members,  28  men  and  1 5 
women,  were  received  into  the  church.  A  committee  was 
appointed  to  secure  a  tract  of  land  beside  the  railroad 
east  of  town  for  a  church  building.  General  Joseph  C. 
Abbott,  a  Union  General,  editor,  United  States  Senator, 
and  local  businessman  was  a  major  contributor,  and  by 
October,  1870,  the  first  Communion  Service  was  ob- 
served in  the  new  church.  The  pulpit  furniture,  used  until 
the  present  building  was  erected,  was  hand-made  by 
Brother  Troy  Cashwell. 

At  the  turn  of  the  century,  Abbottsburg  was  the  largest 
town  between  Wilmington  and  Hamlet.  When  a  larger 
church  building  was  needed,  John  S.  Cain  and  his  wife 
deeded  land  to  the  church  for  a  new  building  on  August 
1 0,  1 904.  The  building  constructed  on  this  property  was 
used  until  1 927  when  a  new  school  was  built.  The  church 
purchased  the  old  school  building  from  the  Bladen  County 
Board  of  Education  and  used  it  as  a  church  until  1953 
when  the  present  building  was  erected  in  front  of  the  old 
building. 


The  following  eight  preachers  have  been  licensed  to 
preach  by  Abbottsburg  Baptist  Church  since  it  was  orga- 
nized: Needham  Robinson  (Black),  G.  W.  Gurganious, 
Nevil  Cashwell,  James  Cashwell,  W.  A.  Westmoreland, 
John  S.  Cain,  Garland  Singletary,  and  Danny  Lewis.  In 
March,  1887.  the  Reverend  C.  L.  Powell  went  as  a 
missionary  from  the  church  to  Africa,  and  in  1987  Joey 
Dowless  went  to  Togo,  Africa,  on  a  work  mission. 

Pastors  of  the  Church  include  Haynes  Lennon,  C.  T. 
Conley,  W.  S.  fvlcDaniel,  D.  J.  Ray,  E.  W.  Wooten,  E.  G. 
Edwards,  W.  R.  Johnson,  W.  A.  Westmoreland,  D.  J. 
Clark,  C.  L.  Powell,  James  W.  Register,  W\.  V.  Mercer,  D. 
C.  Britt,  R.  L.  Byrd,  J.  P.  Hedgpeth,  W.  L.  Brisson,  Roland 
Hedgpeth,  M.  M.  Fleming,  W.  D.  Pridgen,  A.  D.  Woodell, 
Charles  Hester,  C.  B.  Home,  H.  B.  Bennett,  Joe  A. 
Campbell,  George  Langley,  Earl  Lanier,  H.  D.  Harris,  and 
Gary  Kumm.  The  present  pastor  is  Jerry  Clark. 


Abbottsburg  Baptist  Church  was  a  member  of  the  Cape 
Fear  Association  prior  to  being  dismissed  to  become  a 
charter  member  of  the  Bladen  Baptist  Association  in 
1892. 
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PASTOR 

Rev.  Ralph  Gore 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  - 10:00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  - 1 1 :00  a.m. 

WEDNESDAY 
7:30  p.m. 

CHOIRS 
Senior,  Children 


he  first  services  of  Beards  Chapel  Baptist  Church 
of  Christ,  later  to  be  known  as  Beards  Chapel 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  were  held  around  1 880  under 
a  bush  shelter  on  Mote  Road  about  one  and  one-half 
miles  from  the  present  location  of  the  church.  Beards 
Chapel  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  organized  by 
Elder  Council  Ellis  Beard  and  William  S.  Melvin  on  the 
first  Lord's  day  in  August,  1888.  After  it  was  organized, 
the  church  went  into  conference  with  Council  Ellis  Beard 
as  Moderator  and  Richard  Smith  as  Clerk.  Brethren 
Arthur  Norris,  George  Washington  Long  and  Charlie  B. 
Smith  were  appointed  deacons.  Elder  Council  Ellis  Beard 
was  called  as  the  first  pastor.  Later  services  were  held  in 
an  old  house. 

On  November  21 ,  1890,  a  parcel  of  land,  located  about 
five  miles  north  of  White  Lake  on  Highway  701,  was 
obtained  from  P.  T.  and  Ella  Cromartie.  This  is  the 
present  site  of  the  church  which  is  now  on  County  Road 
1523  due  to  the  re-routing  of  the  highway.  The  first  church 
building  was  a  wood  frame  building.  The  building  was 
turned  around  to  face  the  new  road  when  that  road  was 
built.  A  steeple,  classrooms,  and  a  new  front  were  added 
in  the  1940s.  Brick  veneer  was  added  to  the  building  in 
1 966.  A  new  fellowship  hall  was  dedicated  December  5, 
1 982. 

By  1 891  the  number  in  membership  had  grown  to  40.  At 


the  meeting  of  the  Cedar  Creek  Association,  held  at 
White  Oak  Baptist  Church,  Beards  Chapel,  along  with 
nine  other  churches  asked  for  letters  of  dismission  from 
the  Cedar  Creek  Association  to  join  the  Bladen  Baptist 
Association.  The  minutes  of  1893  state  that  a  letter  was 
granted  and  Beards  Chapel  became  achartermemberof 
the  Bladen  Baptist  Association. 

In  September,  1948,  the  church  ordained  Brother  L.  L. 
Barnes  as  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  following  ministers  have  served  this  church:  C.  E. 
Beard,  Rufus  M.  Hilburn,  W.  8.  Melvin,  Henry  Carter,  A. 
J.  Freeman,  Claude  Home,  J.  K.  Todd,  Ara  H.  Dove,  Joel 
Johnson,  David  Hilburn,  Lloyd  Johnson,  R.  L.  Byrd,  P.  T. 
Britt,  L.  L.  Todd,  C.  S.  Smith,  H.  B.  Bennett,  L.  L.  Johnson, 
Gaston  Hester,  Hollan  Hughes,  Everitte  Anderson,  Tho- 
mas Hughes,  A.  N.  Huneycutt,  C.  J.  Ellis,  Wilton  M. 
Jones,  L.  L.  Barnes,  and  Robert  E.  Hill.  The  present 
pastor  is  Ralph  Gore. 

Beards  Chapel  celebrated  its  centennial  on  October  2, 
1988.  In  addition  to  other  activites,  the  church  compiled 
and  published  a  colorful  and  informativGr history  of  the 
church  and  its  families. 
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PASTOR 
Rev.  Jerry  Beck 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  10:00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  11:00  a.m. 
Discipleship  Training  -  6:00  p.m. 

SUNDAY  EVENING 
SERVICE 

7:00  p.m.  EST,  7:00  p.m.  DST 
WEDNESDAY 

7:00  p.m.  EST,  7:30  p.m.  DST 

OUTREACH  PROGRAMS 
Thursday  -  7:00  p.m.  EST, 
7:30  p.m.  DST 

WMU 

Wed.  after  4th  Sunday 

7:00  p.m.  EST,  7:30  p.m.  DST 

BROTHERHOOD 

Wed.  after  4th  Sunday 

7:00  p.m.  EST,  7:30  p.m.  DST 

CHOIRS 

Adult,  Youth,  Children,  Preschool 


efore  the  church  was  organized,  worship  services 
were  held  under  a  Bush  arbor  for  several  months. 
The  minister  was  W.  S.  Melvin.  Those  attending  the 
services  under  the  Bush  arbor  probably  came  from  the 
old  Hickory  Grove  Baptist  Church.  An  acre  of  land  was 
given  to  Bethel  Church  by  Daniel  J.  Allen  and  his  wife, 
Mary  M.  Allen,  and  by  James  W.  King  and  his  wife, 
Margaret  J.  King. 

The  minutes  of  the  first  church  conference,  held  October 
1 0, 1 881 ,  note  the  following:  "Brother  Deacon  Allen  was 
appointed  with  Elder  J.  M.  Register  as  the  Presbytery  to 
organize  said  church  at  Bethel.  Motion  that  Brother  N. 
Cashwell  be  elected  as  church  clerk.  Motion  that  Elder  J. 
M.  Register  be  called  to  the  pastoral  seat  ...  for  the 
ensuing  year." 

The  first  building,  constructed  in  1 881  under  the  leader- 
ship of  the  Reverend  R.  L.  Byrd,  was  a  single  room  made 
of  wood,  located  on  the  road  between  Lumberton  and 
Elizabethtown.  Two  Sunday  School  rooms  were  added 
in  1916.  The  church,  as  a  body,  decided  in  the  spring  of 
1951  to  divide  and  build  two  churches.  Approximately 
129  members  asked  that  their  letter  be  granted  for 
charter  members  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Dublin. 

A  new  brick  structure  was  begun  on  the  present  site.  An 
acre  of  land  was  also  purchased  from  Mrs.  Maggie  Rich. 


On  November  9,  1952,  the  first  worship  services  were 
held  in  the  new  building  with  the  Reverend  Rufus  Britt 
bringing  the  message.  In  April,  1955,  the  ground-break- 
ing was  held  for  a  pastorium.  A  new  educational  building 
and  a  fellowship  hall  were  completed  in  1979. 

The  church  was  a  member  of  the  Cape  Fear  Association 
until  the  organization  of  Bladen  Baptist  Association  in 
1 892  when  it  became  a  charter  member  of  that  Associa- 
tion. 

Three  ministers  are  known  to  have  come  from  Bethel 
Church.  They  are  Charlie  Emerson  Brisson,  Mack  Rob- 
erts, and  Lindy  Long. 

The  Sunday  School  was  organized  on  April  6,  1890,  a 
Training  Union  in  1924,  a  Woman's  Missionary  Union  in 
1920,  and  a  Brotherhood  in  1955. 

W.  S.  Melvin  served  the  church  when  it  met  under  a  bush 
arbor.  Other  pastors  include  J.  M.  Register,  J.  C.  Cain,  D. 
L.  Johnson,  A.  G.  Freeman,  C.  R.  Hester,  R.  L.  Byrd,  D. 
L.  Hewitt,  A.  M.  Clemmons,  Paul  T.  Britt,  G.  Scott  Turner, 
L.  R.  Ennis,  Wilbur  Edwards,  S.  A.  Rhyne,  S.  W.  Howell, 
Thomas  H.  Lambert,  Oren  Honeycutt,  James  C.  Ray, 
Robert  Luttrell,  Philip  M.  McLean,  and  Jake  Mullin.  The 
present  pastor  is  Jerry  V.  Beck. 
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PASTOR 

Rev.  Steve  Butler 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  - 10:00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  1 1 :00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  EVENING 
SERVICE 
7:00  p.m.  EST 
7:00  p.m.  DST 

WEDNESDAY 
7:00  p.m.  EST 
7:30  p.m.  DST 

OUTREACH  PROGRAMS 
Thursday  -  8:00  p.m. 

WMU 

First  Wed.,  7:30-8:00  p.m. 

BROTHERHOOD 

First  Wed.,  7:30-8:00  p.m. 


riar  Branch  Baptist  Church  began  as  a  mission  of 
the  Beaver  Dam  Baptist  Church.  According  to 
records  in  the  old  minute  book  of  the  Beaver  Dam  Baptist 
Church,  this  mother  church  began  holding  conferences 
here  on  Saturday  before  the  fourth  Lord's  Day  in  October, 
1828.  In  1843  Beaver  Dam  Baptist  Church  agreed  to 
dismiss  62  members  to  constitute  a  church  at  Briar 
Branch. 

On  September  15,  1848,  George  W.  Downing  gave  an 
acre  of  land  to  Briar  Branch  Church.  John  Cain  and 
Theopheles  Tatum  were  the  deacons  and  trustees.  Noth- 
ing is  known  about  the  first  church  building,  but  the  deed 
for  the  land  mentions  a  church  building.  This  first  house 
of  worship  was  lost  to  fire  and  a  new  church  house,  built 
in  1898,  is  in  use  today.  The  minutes  of  Briar  Branch 
Church  for  November  2,  1947,  relate  that  "a  vote  was 
cast  to  put  Sunday  School  rooms  at  the  back  of  the 
church.  Mrs.  Lula  Long  gave  timberto  be  cut  forframing." 
More  Sunday  School  rooms  were  added  in  1956  and  in 
1971  when  a  porch  and  steeple  were  added. 

Briar  Branch  has  been  a  member  of  two  Baptist  Associa- 
tions. The  Cape  Fear  Association  records  for  1 851  show 
Briar  Branch  as  a  member  of  that  body  with  nine  baptisms 
that  year  and  139  members.  It  was  the  second  largest 
church  in  Bladen  County,  second  only  to  Beaver  Dam 
Church.  Briar  Branch  became  a  charter  member  of  the 
Bladen  Baptist  Association  in  1892. 


The  first  official  record  of  a  Sunday  School  at  Briar 
Branch  is  dated  1903.  A  Baptist  Training  Union  was 
begun  in  1939  and  a  Woman's  Missionary  Society  in 
1954.  A  School  of  Missions  began  in  March,  1975. 

Richard  McDuffie  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  by 
the  Briar  Branch  Church  in  June  1 949.  He  was  ordained 
at  a  special  service  in  February,  1952. 

Pastors  known  to  have  served  Briar  Branch  are  William 
Ayers,  J.  H.  Dodson,  M.  L.  Mintz,  D.  L.  Johnson,  A.  J. 
Freeman,  Alex  Peterson,  C.  B.  Home,  W.  A.  Coleman,  A. 
D.  Carter,  A.  C.  Herring,  A.  H.  Dove,  T.  R.  Spell,  L.  L. 
Todd,  Ervin  Jerrell,  L.  L.  Barnes,  Sr.,  E.  C.  Reeves, 
George  Denton,  E.  L.  Anderson,  Russell  Padgett,  Barry 
Helms,  H.  D.  Harris,  and  Hilton  Willetts.  The  present 
pastor  is  Steve  Butler. 


m 
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PASTOR 

Rev.  Clyde  W.  Coates.  Jr. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  10:00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  1 1 :00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  EVENING 

SERVICE 

7:00  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY 

7:00  p.m. 

WMU 

Monday  -  7:00  p.m. 

CHOIRS 
Senior,  Children 

TRAINING  UNION 
Sunday  -  6:00  p.m. 


Kkl  ccording  to  the  records  book  of  the  Butters  Baptist 
I  Church,  it  was  organized  and  established  on  May 
27,  1932  with  the  following  charter  members:  "R.  J. 
Edwards,  G.  F.  Simmons,  Alex  Fields,  Ed  Ward,  Roland 
R.  Carroll,  H.  A.  Carroll,  Roy  Edwards,  Grady  Simmons, 
Lloyd  Carroll,  .  .  .  Mrs.  O.  D.  Edwards,  Nettie  Simmons, 
Kate  Simmons,  Lizzie  Fields,  Rebecca  Fields,  Ida  Carroll, 
Ruth  Hinson,  Ida  E.  Ward,  Retha  Edwards,  and  Devola 
Fields.  The  following  officers.  Deacons:  R.  J.  Edwards, 
Ed  Ward,  Roland  R.  Carroll;  The  Pastor:  Rev.  Wilbur 
Edwards;  Clerk,  Roland  R.  Carroll;  Treasurer:  Roland  R. 
Carroll.  Rev.  R.  J.  Hall  and  Rev.  Wilbur  Edwards  officiat- 
ing." 

The  first  and  present  church  building  was  erected  in  1 932 
on  land  donated  to  the  community  for  a  church  building 
by  Butters  Lumber  Company.  The  building,  small  in 
1932,  has  been  remodeled  with  more  Sunday  School 
rooms  and  a  baptistry  added  to  enhance  the  house  of  the 
Lord  and  to  make  it  more  useful  for  carrying  on  His  work. 
Brick  veneer  was  added  to  the  building.  In  1955  a 
recreational  building  was  built. 

Butters  became  a  member  of  the  Bladen  Baptist  Associa- 
tion in  1932. 


Meares  served  as  pastor  of  the  church  for  several  months. 

Pastors  who  have  served  this  church  are  Wilbur  Edwards, 
George  Wallace,  Pete  Lingle,  Barton  Howell,  Richard 
McDuffie,  J.  L.  Hooks,  J.  W.  Meares,  Earl  Lanier,  Jan 
Floyd  and  Lewis  Jolly.  Gaston  Hester  served  the  church 
longer  than  any  other  minister.  The  present  pastor  is 
Clyde  Coates. 


Butters'  growth  is  evidenced  by  its  licensing  and  ordain- 
ing of  J.  W.  Meares  and  Edward  Duncan.  The  Reverend 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  9:45  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  11 :00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  EVENING 

SERVICE 

7:00  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY 
7:30  p.m. 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 
GA,  Acteens,  RA,  Mission 
Mission  Friends,  Drill  Teams, 
Youth  Bible  Drill  Teams 
Children  Bible 

WMU 

Tues.  After  4th  Sunday  & 
Wed.  After  2nd  Sunday 

BROTHERHOOD 
Wed.  After  2nd  Sunday 

CHURCH  SPORTS 
Basketball 


enter  Road  Baptist  Church  was  organized  on 
Saturday,  July  11 , 1 885.  Before  this  date,  services 
were  held  under  a  bush  shelter.  The  first  church  building 
was  built  on  a  plot  of  land  donated  by  G.  M.  (Lack)  Pait 
around  1 885.  It  was  located  1 50  feet  east  of  the  present 
sanctuary.  The  building  was  about  40  by  50  feet  and  was 
constructed  of  weatherboarding.  Hand  drawn  shingles 
were  used  to  cover  the  church. 

The  original  church  building  was  sold  in  1 91 8  and  a  new 
one  was  built.  The  new  church  was  a  one-room,  gabled 
building  constructed  of  plain  pine  weatherboarding.  It 
was  lighted  by  oil  lamps  until  the  1 940's  when  electricity 
came  to  the  area.  The  building  was  remodeled  in  1947 
and  Sunday  School  rooms  were  added.  It  was  again 
remodeled  in  1 951 ,  adding  ten  Sunday  School  rooms  in 
the  basement  as  well  as  other  improvements.  In  1961  a 
new  sound  system,  chimes,  and  central  air  conditioning 
were  installed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eddie  Bryan  gave  land  foran 
educational  building  in  1 966.  In  August,  1 967,  an  educa- 
tional building  was  completed  and  a  new  organ  and  a 
piano  were  installed  in  the  sanctuary.  A  new  sanctuary 
was  built  in  1972  to  replace  the  church  built  in  1918. 
Dedication  services  were  held  in  December,  1973.  A 
seven  room  pastorium,  built  in  1958,  was  remodeled  in 
1 973.  An  addition  to  the  educational  building  was  built  in 
1979.  In  1983  land  adjoining  the  church  property  was 
given  by  the  Bryan  family  as  a  memorial  to  Eddie  Bryan. 
This  land  is  used  by  the  children  as  a  playground  and 
park. 


In  1968  the  community  building  was  donated  to  Center 
Road  Church  for  a  fellowship  and  recreation  building. 
This  building  with  kitchen  facilities  is  located  just  across 
the  street  from  the  church. 

Before  Center  Road  became  a  charter  member  of  the 
Bladen  Baptist  Association  in  1892,  it  was  affiliated  with 
the  Bladen  Union. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Union  was  organized  in  1922. 
The  Brotherhood  was  organized  in  1966. 

Several  men  have  been  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by 
the  church.  They  are  H.  B.  Humphrey,  Aron  Evers,  A.  C. 
Herring,  James  Hester,  Bob  Hicklin,  Earl  Evers,  Wilbur 
Carroll,  Jr.,  Lewis  Dowless,  and  Alvin  Kinlaw. 

Pastors  who  have  served  Center  Road  Baptist  Church 
are  Noah  Mercer,  G.  L.  King,  W.  L.  Brisson,  D.  H.  Hilburn, 
W.  M.  Brisson,  D.  L.  Johnson,  D.  L.  Hewett,  R.  M.  Hilburn, 
J.  L.  Tyner,  E.  O.  Johnson,  C.  F.  Dever,  K.  L.  Stanley,  R. 
A.  Britt,  W.  A.  Coleman,  J.  M.  Fleming,  Paul  Britt,  C.  B. 
Home,  H.  B.  Bennett,  Bob  Harris,  A.  T.  Peacock,  Vance 
Tyson,  W.  D.  Hudson,  Alton  Williams,  Eddie  Reynolds, 
Howard  Davis,  Paul  T.  Forrester,  James  L.  May,  Jerry 
Haas,  and  Earl  Henry. 

May  the  Lord  bless  and  keep  His  Church  and  may  it 
continue  to  serve  His  purpose  for  the  next  one  hundred 

years. 
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Council  liajjhst  01{|unrf| 


PASTOR 

Rev.  Sidney  Bntt 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  9:45  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  - 1 1 :00  a.m. 

WEDNESDAY 
Prayer  and  Bible  Study 
7:30  p.m. 

CHOIRS 
Senior,  Youth 


ouncil  Baptist  Church,  located  in  the  village  of 
Council,  Bladen  County,  North  Carolina,  was  or- 
ganized February  7, 1 91 2.  The  1 4  charter  members  were 
R.  C.  Bradshaw,  Sallie  Bradshaw,  W.  E.  Flake,  Annie 
Flake,  E.  J.  Grimsley,  G.  S.  Grimsley,  Mattie  Grimsley, 
Nora  A.  Grimsley,  Susan  Grimsley,  L.  E.  Squires,  Annie 
Squires,  Van  P.  Squires,  W.  A.  Watson,  Willie  Watson, 
Jr.,  Luther  E.  Squires,  W.  E.  Flake,  and  E.  J.  Grimsley 
were  named  trustees,  G.  S.  Ghmsley  was  named  trea- 
surer, and  W.  E.  Flake  was  named  clerk. 

A  one-room  building  was  dedicated  in  June,  1 91 4.  Major 
building  repairs  were  made  and  classrooms  were  built  in 
1936.  Ella  Meshaw  gave  six  lots  to  the  church  in  1954. 
The  church  acquired  a  parsonage  in  1955. 

The  church  was  a  member  of  the  Cape  Fear  -  Columbus 
Association  when  it  organized  and  remained  a  member 
of  the  Columbus  Association  until  a  letter  of  dismission 
was  requested  in  1 951  to  join  the  Bladen  Baptist  Associa- 
tion. 

Among  the  pastors  who  have  .served  this  Church  are  A. 
H.  Porter,  J.  D.  Howell,  R.  N.  Cashwell,  J.  H.  Poteat,  H. 

A.  Powell,  K.  E.  Bryant,  R.  H.  Satterfield,  L.  J.  Keels,  C. 
M.  Pegram,  J.  B.  Brooks,  R.  J.  Rasberry,  Lee  Phillips,  J. 

B.  Dosher,  J.  Marshall  Weaver,  C.  F.  Thomas,  Dan  Page, 
Jennis  McLamb,  L.  W.  McKeithan,  Alton  Bridgers,  S.  W. 


Jolly,  Allen  Grey,  Stephen  E.  Loftis  and  Roger  Barnes. 
The  present  pastor  is  Sidney  Britt. 

Council  Baptist  Church  celebrated  its  seventy-fifth  anni- 
versary in  1987.  To  mark  the  occasion,  a  history  of  the 
church  was  compiled  and  published. 


PASTOR 

Rev.  Homer  Murdock,  Sr. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  9:45  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  11:00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  EVENING  SERVICE 
7:00  p.m.  EST 
7:30  p.m.  DST 

WEDNESDAY 
7:30  p.m.  EST 
8:00  p.m.  DST 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

GA,  RA,  Mission  Friends,  Acteens 

OUTREACH  PROGRAMS 
Thursday  -  8:00  p.m. 

WMU 

First  Wed.,  7:30-8:00  p.m. 

BROTHERHOOD 

First  Wed.,  7:30-8:00  p.m. 

CHOIRS 

Senior,  Youth,  Children 


ypress  Creek  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in 
1853.  The  church  was  originally  called  Sandy 
Point  and  was  located  by  the  side  of  Colly  Creek  near  the 
Sandhill  Cemetery.  Elder  Elias  Johnson  is  believed  to 
have  been  the  first  pastor.  Earliest  members  were 
Alexander  Smith,  Jonathan  Jones,  Tom  Smith,  John 
Cain,  Fennel  Smith  and  wife,  Joab  Smith,  Benjamin 
Smith,  Murdock  Smith  and  a  Page  family.  In  1860  the 
congregation  moved  to  its  present  location.  The  land  was 
given  by  Richard  Fennell  Smith  and  wife.  He  was  in  the 
Confederate  Army  and  because  of  the  war  the  building 
was  not  finished  until  around  1865.  The  name  was 
changed  to  Cypress  Creek  when  the  church  was  moved. 

In  1910  the  building  was  torn  down  and  the  present 
structure  erected.  Four  Sunday  School  rooms  were  built 
in  1 936.  New  pews  were  purchased  in  1 947.  It  was  wired 
for  electricity  in  1950.  George  D.  and  Susan  Johnson 
gave  land  in  October,  1966,  for  a  parsonage.  Stafford 
Davis  began  construction  in  1967.  The  fellowship  hall 
was  built  in  1976-1977  under  the  direction  of  David 
Rutland. 


The  Woman's  t\/lissionary  Union  was  organized  in  1950 
with  Mrs.  W.  L.  Reeves  as  the  president.  The  church  has 
an  active  Sunday  School  and  other  training  programs  for 
the  growth  and  development  of  Christian  character. 

Called  into  God's  sen/ice  and  ordained  from  Cypress 
Creek  Baptist  Church  are  E.  C.  Reeves,  Stafford  Davis 
and  Edwin  Odell  Peterson. 

Pastors  who  have  served  the  church  are  Bun  Downing, 
W.  R.  Johnson,  William  S.  Melvin,  Joel  Johnson,  R. 
Frank  Marshburn,  D.  M.  Clemmons,  J.  E.  Kirk,  E.  F. 
Knight,  Jennis  McLamb,  Eugene  Gaskins,  Alton  Will- 
iams, W.  T.  Lundy,  Ernest  Packer,  David  Rutland,  and 
Ron  Settle.  The  present  pastor  is  Homer  Murdock,  Sr. 

This  Church  has  been  a  beacon  in  the  community.  May 
it  continue  to  grow  under  the  leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  the  hearts  of  its  members. 


The  church  was  dismissed  in  1892  by  the  Cedar  Creek 
Association  to  become  a  charter  member  of  the  Bladen 
Batist  Association.  The  second  session  of  the  associa- 
tion was  held  at  the  church  in  1893.  The  Reverend 
William  Brunt  was  the  moderator. 


PASTOR 

Dr.  Earl  D.  Farthing 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  9:45  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  1 1:00  a.m. 

WEDNESDAY 
7:00  p.m. 

WMU 

6  Circles,  Monday  &  Tuesday 
a.m.  &  p.m. 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 
Mission  Friends  Ages  4-6 
Sunshine  Time  Ages  4-6 
Fun  Time  Ages  7-9 
Jr.  Youth  Bible  Study 
Sr.  Youth  Bible  Study 

CHOIRS 

Senior,  Youth,  Children 


pkl  presbytery  consisting  of  D.  J.  Clark,  J.  H.  Hildreth, 
land  Chasteen  Martin  assembled  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church  at  the  Court- 
house in  Elizabethtown,  North  Carolina  on  December  1 0, 
1903.  The  church  called  as  its  first  pastor,  J.  H.  Hildreth 
to  preach  every  fifth  Sunday.  The  first  observance  of  the 
Ordinance  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  held  on  December 
4,  1904. 

In  January,  1906,  a  contract  was  let  to  build  the  church 
house.  The  building  was  located  on  the  north  side  of 
Broad  Street  near  the  middle  of  the  block  and  east  of  the 
Tory  Hole.  Another  lot,  located  just  north  of  the  Tory  Hole, 
was  purchased  in  December,  1912.  The  church  house 
was  moved  to  this  site  in  January,  1 923.  A  brick  church 
building  was  constructed  on  the  same  lot  in  1 928.  The  old 
wooden  building  and  60  feet  of  land  were  sold  in  the  same 
year.  The  first  pastorium  was  built  in  1937.  The  first 
educational  building  was  completed  in  1952.  On  Easter 
Sunday,  March  29,  1964,  the  church  dedicated  its  new 
church  sanctuary,  located  one  mile  west  of  town  on 
Highway  87.  Two  educational  buildings  were  dedicated 
on  April  14,  1968. 


The  first  Sunday  School  was  organized  in  1911.  The 
Baptist  Young  People's  Union  was  organized  in  Decem- 
ber, 1920.  A  Ladies  Aid  Society,  organized  as  early  as 
1905,  has  contributed  much  to  the  physical  and  spiritual 
growth  of  the  church.  The  church  began  a  full-time 
preaching  ministry  in  1948. 

Two  young  men  have  been  ordained  by  the  church  to  the 
ministry  of  Jesus  Christ.  They  are  Roger  Tatum  and  Rudy 
Potter. 

Former  pastors  are  J.  H.  Hildreth,  O.  P.  Meeks,  T.  J. 
Baker,  Oscar  Johnson,  J.  M.  Fleming,  J.  E.  Dupree,  B.  F. 
Rollins,  E.  M.  Brooks,  C.  F.  Whitlock,  W.  O.  Bhggs,  Lee 
Pridgen,  L.  R.  Ennis,  C.  R.  Hinton,  E.  H.  Canady,  A.  D. 
Frazier,  Dean  L.  Minton,  Edward  Boyd,  and  Jerry  M. 
Wallace.  The  present  pastor  is  Earl  D.  Farthing. 

The  church  observed  its  Golden  Jubilee  in  December, 
1953. 


The  church  appointed  a  committee  to  request  admission 
into  the  Bladen  Baptist  Association  on  December  4, 
1 904.  The  church  became  a  member  of  the  Association 
in  1908. 


aith  Baptist  Church  was  organized  on  September 
6, 1 978,  and  chartered  on  October  8,  1 978.  It  has 
58  charter  members.  The  first  meeting  place  was  Mike 
Home's  shop.  Ray  Moon  as  its  first  pastor.  The  first 
officers  were  Roy  Dew,  Clerk;  Barbara  Dew,  Assistant 
Clerk;  Earl  Harris,  Treasurer,  Wayne  Edge,  Assistant 
Treasurer;  Carol  Harris,  Secretary;  and  Pat  Edge,  Assis- 
tant Secretary.  The  trustees  were  J.  A.  Smith,  Dennis 
Edge,  and  Earl  Harris.  The  first  deacons  were  Charles 
Rice,  Dennis  Edge,  and  Clayton  Tyndall. 

On  December  9,  1978,  the  footings  were  dug  for  the 
church  building  which  is  on  land  donated  by  Stanley  and 
Mary  Edge.  The  first  service  was  held  on  May  23,  1979. 

On  October  22,  1980,  the  church  was  received  into  "full 
fellowship  of  the  Bladen  Baptist  Association." 

On  February  1 5,  1 987,  Clayton  Tyndall,  a  deacon  of  the 
church,  was  presented  his  license  to  preach  the  gospel. 

Recent  accomplishments  are  that  a  significant  number  of 
new  members  have  been  received,  the  final  payment  on 
the  church  note  has  been  made,  and  a  mobile  home  has 
been  purchased  for  a  pastorium. 


Ministers  who  have  served  this  church  are  Ray  Moon, 
Robert  Bowen,  James  Tart,  Gerald  Rhyne,  and  Lewis 
Jolly.  The  present  minister  is  Alton  Williams. 
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PASTOR 

Dr.  Russell  T.  Cherry,  Jr. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  10:00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  11:00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  EVE.  SERVICE 
7:00  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY 
7:00  p.m. 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 
GA,  RA,  Acteens,  Mission 
Friends,  High  School  Baptist 
Young  Men 

WMU 

First  Wednesday  -  7:15  p.m. 

BROTHERHOOD 

First  Wednesday  -  7:15  p.m. 

CHURCH  SPORTS 
Basketball 

CHOIRS 

Sanctuary  Choir,  Mixed  Adult 
Choir,  Young  Adult  Chorus, 
Handbell  Chorus 


he  First  Baptist  Churcii  of  Bladenboro,  a  branch  of 
the  Galeed  Baptist  Church,  was  conceived  in  the 
nninds  and  hearts  of  Baptists  in  Bladenboro  a  year  or  two 
before  its  organization.  A  Sunday  School  was  conducted 
in  the  old  school  building  for  quite  a  while  before  the 
church  was  organized.  This  old  school  building  was 
located  as  the  present  site  of  the  pastorium.  The  Rever- 
end I.  P.  Hedgpeth  with  the  Reverend  Snowden  Hester 
and  Amsey  A.  Hilburn  assisted  in  this  organization  in 
1911. 

The  church  trustees  obtained  from  the  Bladen  County 
Board  of  Education  the  one-half  acre  lot  known  as  the  Old 
School  House  lot.  From  1910  to  1912,  the  building 
erected  on  this  lot  served  a  dual  purpose,  a  school  for  the 
children  during  the  week  and  a  meeting  house  on  Sun- 
day. The  nev^^ly  organized  church  voted  to  build  a  brick 
house  of  worship  on  October  11,1911.  That  same  day, 
the  children  of  Monroe  Singletary  granted  the  church  a 
plot  of  land  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Bladen  Streets  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a  church  building.  The  church 
auditohum  and  eight  Sunday  School  rooms  were  fin- 
ished in  1912.  A  pastorium  was  built  in  October,  1919. 
The  church  obtained  another  parcel  of  land  joining  the 
church  property  from  the  children  of  Monroe  Singletary  in 
1 925.  A  new  Sunday  School  Annex  was  erected  in  1 928. 
These  facilities  were  renovated  during  1947.  A  new 
educational  building  was  built  in  1955. 


The  church  was  admitted  to  the  Bladen  Baptist  Associa- 
tion as  Bladenboro  Baptist  Church  in  1911.  The  name 
changed  in  1925  to  First  Baptist  Church  of  Bladenboro. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  organized  in  1 91 2. 
Other  organizations  soon  followed. 

The  church  called  its  first  full  time  pastor,  the  Reverend 
R.  E.  Powell,  in  November,  1918.  Other  pastors  who 
have  served  the  church  are  I.  P.  Hedgpeth,  S.  N.  Watson, 
R.  J.  Hall,  Charles  P.  Burchette,  Jr.,  John  H.  McCrimmon, 
Thomas  C.  Womble,  Harry  E.  Poovey,  Roger  Gilbert, 
Harold  A.  Shirley  and  E.  Steven  Ayers.  The  present 
pastor  is  Russell  T.  Cherry,  Jr. 

The  church  celebrated  its  seventy-fifth  anniversary  in 
October,  1 986,  at  which  time  a  history  of  the  church  was 
compiled  and  published. 

The  church  stands  today  as  a  memorial  to  the  untiring, 
sacrificial  services  of  the  people  who  have  served  as 
pastors  and  members  through  the  years.  Progress  in  the 
Lord's  work  is  not  evidence  of  one  person's  work,  but  is 
indicated  of  believers  that  are  good  stewards  of  their 
time,  talents,  and  substance. 
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PASTOR 

Dr.  Michael  V.  Thompson 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  9:30  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  11:00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  EVENING 
SERVICE 

6:00  p.m.  during  school 
7:00  p.m.  during  summer 

WEDNESDAY 
7:30  p.m. 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 
GA,  RA 

WMU 

Last  Wednesday  -  7:30  p.m. 

BROTHERHOOD 

Last  Wednesday  -  7:30  p.m. 

CHURCH  SPORTS 
GA  &  RA  Basketball 


he  Clarkton  Baptist  Church  was  organized  on 
February  16,  1884.  The  first  property  was  one 
acre  of  land,  secured  from  J.  D.  Currie  and  wife  on 
December  8,  1884. 

The  first  building  was  begun  during  the  first  year  of  the 
church's  history.  The  church  minutes  mention  work  on 
the  building  several  times  in  the  first  fifteen  years.  In  1 91 1 
the  vestibule  and  steeple  were  added.  In  1923  an  addi- 
tion was  made  on  the  back  of  the  building,  providing  a 
new  platform,  choir,  and  two  classrooms.  On  April  7, 
1949,  the  church  voted  to  build  a  pastorium.  In  1957  a 
room  was  added  to  the  pastorium.  The  present  church 
building  was  begun  in  1 950.  The  first  worship  service  was 
held  in  the  new  building  on  March  9,  1952.  A  dedication 
service  was  held  on  November  28, 1 954.  The  name  was 
changed  to  First  Baptist  Church  of  Clarkton. 

The  church  was  received  into  the  Cape  Fear  Association 
in  October,  1 884,  and  continued  there  until  the  organiza- 
tion of  Bladen  Baptist  Association.  Clarkton  became  one 
of  the  charter  members.  The  church  later  decided  to 
return  to  the  old  association.  In  the  conference  of  Octo- 
ber, 1924,  Clarkton  Baptist  Church  moved  to  rejoin  the 
Bladen  Baptist  Association. 

The  church  records  first  mention  a  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  in  1 921 ;  a  Training  Union  in  1 925;  and  a  Brother- 
hood in  1953. 


James  Little  was  licensed  and  ordained  to  preach  on 
November  2,  1930. 

Pastors  known  to  have  served  the  church  are  A.  H. 
Porter,  J.  D.  Howell,  J.  H.  Poteet,  H.  Love,  W.  O.  Biggs, 
A.  L  Turner,  L  R.  Ennis,  R.  H.  Hall,  C.  T.  Conley,  O.  R. 
Miller,  S.  Russel  Goodman,  Marvin  Beasley,  E.  E.  Ulrich, 
John  A.  Moore,  Thomas  Tobey,  Thomas  Wolfe,  Woodrow 
W.  Neal,  Peyton  Royal,  Robert  Byrd,  and  Charles  Hester. 
The  present  pastor  is  Mike  Thompson. 

Clarkton  Baptist  Church  celebrated  its  centennial  in 
1984. 
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PASTOR 

Rev.  John  Michael  Parnell 

PRAYER  WITH  PASTOR  AND 

DEACONS 

Sunday  -  9:00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  10:00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  11:00  a.m. 

DISCIPLESHIP  TRAINING 
Sunday  -  6:30  p.m. 
(October-May) 

MIDWEEK  PRAYER  SERVICE 
Wednesday  -  7:30  p.m. 

BUSINESS  MEETING 

Second  Wednesday  in  the  Month 

FAMILY  FELLOWSHIP  NIGHT 
First  Wednesday  in  the  Month 
6:30  p.m.  -  Fellowship  Meal 

WMU 

First  Wed.  in  the  Month  -  7:30  p.m. 

BROTHERHOOD 

First  Wed.  in  the  Month  -  7:30  p.m. 

R.A.,G.A.,  ACTEENSAND 

MISSION  FRIENDS 

First  Wed.  in  the  Month  -  7:30  p.m. 


group  of  men  and  women  from  the  area  met  in 
February,  1951 ,  in  tlie  sctiooihouse  at  Dublin  for 
tlie  purpose  of  organizing  a  churcli.  J.  C.  Taylor  opened 
the  meeting  and  C.  Dixon  Brisson  commented  on  the 
advantages  of  this  new  church.  Mrs.  D.  J.  McDaniel  was 
elected  clerk  and  secretary.  The  treasurer  elected  was 
Kenneth  Hester.  Both  Mrs.  McDaniel  and  Kenneth  Hester 
served  in  these  offices  until  1979.  At  a  later  meeting,  a 
building  committee,  consisting  of  Miller  Taylor,  N.  W. 
Hester,  David  Hursey,  II,  Marvin  Brisson,  Jack  Bullard, 
W.  J.  King,  Velton  Butler,  Lee  Dell  Garner,  and  Roy  Britt, 
was  chosen.  The  first  trustees  of  the  church  were  G.  E. 
King,  D.  L.  Grimes,  O.  P.  Hill,  J.  C.  Taylor,  and  C.  D. 
Brisson.  Deacons  were  J.  C.  Taylor,  D.  L.  Grimes,  O.  P. 
Hill,  G.  E.  King,  and  R.  H.  Kinlaw. 

Members  of  the  Dublin  Church  met  for  worship  with 
Bethel,  the  mother  church,  until  the  building  was  com- 
pleted in  1951.  The  first  service  in  the  new  building  was 
held  in  July,  1 951  and  a  service  of  dedication  was  held  in 
January,  1 954.  Some  Sunday  school  rooms  were  added 
in  1955.  The  interior  of  the  building  was  renovated  in 
1962,  when  air  conditioning  was  installed.  When  the 
church  bulletin  board  was  erected  in  1962,  the  lawns 
were  improved  and  cement  walks  were  laid.  Other  im- 
provements were  made  in  1 969, 1 971 , 1 978, 1 980, 1 981 , 
and  1 994.  The  new  educational  building,  erected  in  1 973 
included  a  fellowship  hall  and  a  kitchen.  The  pastorium 
was  built  in  1966,  and  renovated  in  1980-1981. 


The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Dublin  was  admitted  to  the 
Bladen  Baptist  Association  in  October,  1951 . 

The  Sunday  School  was  organized  in  1951.  A  Baptist 
Training  Union  and  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  were 
also  begun  in  1951.  The  Brotherhood  was  started  ten 
years  later. 

From  First  Baptist  Church,  Dublin,  three  men  have  gone 
into  the  Ministry.  Carson  Brisson  was  ordained  on  August 
26,  1979.  Steve  Butler  was  ordained  by  Whites  Creek 
Baptist  Church  in  1991  and  Jonathan  Taylor  was  or- 
dained on  January  23,  1994. 

Nash  A.  Odom,  the  first  full-time  pastor,  was  called  in 
1 966.  Other  pastors  include  Robert  Lee  Edwards,  Frank 
Williams,  Jr.,  A.  P.  Stephens  and  James  Michael  Collier. 
The  present  pastor  is  John  Michael  Parnell. 


PASTOR 

Rev.  Dewey  Jackson 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  9:45  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
11:00  a.nn.,  7:30  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY 
7:30  p.m. 

WMU 

Last  Wed.  in  Month 

BROTHERHOOD 
Last  Wed.  in  Month 

YOUTH  ORGANIZATIONS 
GA,  RA,  Acteens 
Last  Wed.  in  Month 

DISCIPLESHIP  TRAINING 
6:00  p.m. 


riendship  Missionary  Baptist  Churcli  was  orga- 
nized on  February  1 5,  1 976,  at  the  AA  Building  in 
North  Carolina.  Eighty-two  persons,  a  majority  of  whom 
were  from  Cypress  Creek  Baptist  Church,  were  present. 
The  trustees  elected  were  Harvey  Barnes,  Fred  N.  Norris, 
Han/ey  Coble,  John  Williams  and  Fred  H.  Norris.  On 
February  19,  1976,  a  meeting  was  called  to  discuss 
purchasing  land  for  the  church  site.  It  was  agreed  to 
purchase  land  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanford  Norris.  On 
February  25,  1976,  the  church  called  the  Reverend 
Ernest  Packer  as  pastor.  The  first  service  was  held  in  the 
new  building  on  Mother's  Day,  May  9, 1 976.  On  Septem- 
ber 26,  1976,  Harvey  Barnes  and  Claude  Edge  were 
ordained  as  the  first  deacons.  The  other  deacons  were 
Fred  Norris,  Chairman,  Sanford  Norris,  and  W.  T.  Davis. 

The  church  held  its  services  in  Sam  Williams'  packhouse 
until  May  9,  1976,  when  the  first  service  was  held  in  the 
unfinished  building  on  its  present  site.  The  first  building 
constructed  was  the  one  that  is  now  the  fellowship  hall. 
The  educational  building  and  pastorium  were  added  next 
and  the  sanctuary  was  completed  in  October,  1 989.  The 
first  service  in  the  sanctuary  was  on  October  29,  1989. 
The  dedication  service  of  the  sanctuary  was  conducted 
by  the  Director  of  Missions,  Reverend  Dwight  Cooper,  on 
November  19,  1989. 


The  church  came  under  watch-care  of  the  Bladen  Baptist 
Association  on  October  20, 1 976,  and  became  the  thirty- 
fourth  member  of  the  association  on  October  19, 1977. 

Friendship  Missionary  Baptist  Church  has  an  active 
Sunday  School,  Church  Training  organization,  Woman's 
Missionary  Union,  Girl's  Auxiliary,  and  both  an  adult  and 
a  youth  music  ministry. 

The  church's  first  pastor,  the  Reverend  Ernest  Packer 
served  the  church  until  God  called  him  home  on  March 
14,  1988.  The  Reverend  Larry  Hayes  served  as  supply 
pastor  until  August,  1989,  when  the  Reverend  David 
Bame  came  and  served  until  his  death  on  August  24, 
1 990.  The  Rev.  Kerry  Wright  served  as  pastor  until  April 
14,  1991 .  The  present  pastor  is  Dewey  Jackson. 


PASTOR 

Rev.  Bruce  Cannon 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  9:45  a.nn. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  1 1:00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  EVE.  SERVICE 
6:30  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY 
7:30  p.m. 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 
GA,  RA,  Acteens 

SPECIAL  PRAYER  SERVICE 
Monday  -  6:30  p.m. 

OUTREACH  PROGRAMS 
Monday  -  6:30  p.m. 


part  of  Bladen  County  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from 
Bladenboro  so  that  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  area  might 
attend  school.  Soon  the  good  women  started  a  Sunday 
School  with  only  the  "Blue  Back  Speller"  and  the  Bible  as 
literature.  The  Reverend  R.  M.  Sessoms  was  the  first 
preacher/teacher. 

On  the  evening  of  August  27,  1 876,  a  presbytery  met  to 
organized  a  Baptist  Church  with  the  Reverend  Elias  D. 
Johnson  as  Moderatorand  the  Reverend  R.  M.  Sessoms 
as  Secretary.  Most  of  the  charter  members  had  letters 
from  Lennon's  Cross  Roads  and  Hickory  Grove  Churches. 
John  Moore  Lennon  donated  an  acre  of  land  and  sug- 
gested the  name  of  Galeed.  The  name  "Galeed"  is  found 
in  Genesis  31:48  which  reads,  "This  heap  is  a  witness 
between  me  and  thee  this  day,  therefore  was  the  name 
of  it  called  Galeed." 

The  first  building  at  Galeed  was  a  one-room  hip-roofed 
house  built  in  1878.  On  May  9,  1965,  ground  breaking 
services  for  the  construction  of  an  educational  building 
were  held  on  land  given  to  the  church  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  L.  Frink.  The  church  moved  into  the  educational 
building  in  October,  1 968.  Soon  thereafter,  plans  to  erect 
the  sanctuary  adjoining  the  educational  building  began 
taking  shape.  The  sanctuan/  was  completed  except  for 
the  steeple  in  1971. 


WMU 

Wed.  after  3rd  Sun.  -  7:30  p.m. 

BROTHERHOOD 

Wed.  after  3rd  Sun.  -  7:30  p.m. 

CHURCH  SPORTS 
Ladies  &  Mens  Softball 
RA  &  GA  Basketball 


CHOIRS 

Joy  Group,  Cfiurcfi  Choir, 
Youthi,  Cfiildren,  Cherubs 

Galeed  was  a  member  of  the  Cape  Fear  Association  until 
it  petitioned  for  a  letter  of  dismission  to  become  a  charter 
member  of  the  Bladen  Baptist  Association  in  1892. 

Pastors  who  have  given  able  leadership  to  the  church  are 
R.  M.  Sessoms,  A.  T.  Howell,  I.  P.  Hedgpeth,  L.  B.  Boney, 
W.  G.  Moore,  R.  N.  Cashwell,  R.  A.  Hedgpeth,  J.  M. 
Fleming,  E.  O.  Johnson,  W.  D.  Pridgen,  W.  O.  Biggs, 
Wilbur  Edwards,  George  H.  Wallace,  A.  P.  Stephens, 
Joel  S.  Johnson,  M.  J.  Davis,  S.  Woodrow  Jolly,  LeRoy 
Trevathan,  and  Bruce  Lanier.  The  present  pastor  is 
Bruce  Cannon. 

The  church  has  been  a  beacon  light  in  its  own  and 
surrounding  areas  for  over  a  hundred  years.  The  current 
membership  is  approximately  450. 


PASTOR 

Rev.  Orborn  Gibson 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  - 10:00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  1 1 :00  a.m. 
1  St  &  3rd  Momings 
2nd  &  4fh  -  7:00  p.m. 

SUNDAY  EVENING 
SERVICE 

7:00  p.m.  2nd  &  4th 

WEDNESDAY 
7:30  p.m. 

WMU 

First  Mon.  After  1st  Sun. 
7:30  p.m. 


he  service  for  organizing  the  Pittman  Road  Mis- 
sion into  the  Grace  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was 
held  on  Sunday  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  on 
December  1 3,  1 959,  in  the  Mission  Building."  This  is  the 
first  written  record  of  Grace  Baptist  Church. 

Mrs.  R.  J.  Hall,  a  former  Bladen  Baptist  Associational 
Missionary,  and  Mrs.  Clara  Buie  Wall  were  instrumental 
in  helping  organize  the  mission  which  became  Grace 
Baptist  Church.  There  were  27  charter  members.  The 
first  deacons  were  Emmett  Atkinson,  Joseph  Hall,  and 
Graham  Shepherd.  Mrs.  R.  J.  Hall  was  the  first  church 
clerk.  There  were  32  members  at  the  close  of  the  first 
year. 

The  little  mission  building  was  used  for  several  years.  It 
is  today  a  beautiful  and  functional  church  building.  Fel- 
lowship rooms  are  being  added  and  are  almost  complete. 
The  membership  has  grown  to  over  1 00  members.  There 
is  also  a  fellowship  building  separate  from  the  church 
building. 

Grace  Baptist  Church  was  admitted  to  the  Bladen  Baptist 
Association  in  1980. 

During  the  entire  history  of  Grace  Baptist  Church,  the 
Reverend  Orborn  Gibson  has  been  the  pastor,  giving  of 
his  time  and  talents  to  the  cause  of  Christ  in  this  place. 


Under  his  pastorate  and  the  leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
the  fellowship  of  this  Church  is  tremendous.  In  the  years 
to  come  God  grant  that  the  church  may  grow  in  love  and 
wisdom  and  in  favor  with  God  and  man. 


Mickory  ^rcliE  IBapttst  (Jlliurcli 


PASTOR 

Rev.  James  E.  Brooks 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  10:00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  1 1  ;00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  EVENING 

SERVICE 

6:00  p.m.  -  Winter 

7:00  p.m.  -  Summer 

WEDNESDAY 
7:00  p.m.  -  Winter 
8:00  p.m.  -  Summer 

WMU 

First  Wednesday  -  7:00  p.m. 

BROTHERHOOD 

First  Wednesday  -  7:00  p.m. 

CHOIRS 

Senior,  Youth,  Children 

CHURCH  SPORTS 
Men  and  Ladies  Softball 
Youth  Basketball 


ickory  Grove  Baptist  Church  was  organized  on 
"Saturday  before  the  Fourth  Lords  Day"  in  August, 
1834,  with  33  charter  members,  including  five  slaves.  At 
this  meeting  they  chose  a  pastor,  a  deacon,  and  a  clerk 
and  adopted  a  decorum. 

The  first  building  was  constructed  of  logs  which  were 
apparently  given  to  the  church.  A  new  sanctuary  was  built 
in  1 900  with  additions  in  the  1 930s  and  1 950s.  A  parson- 
age was  built  in  1955.  A  completely  new  sanctuary  was 
added  to  remodeled  Sunday  School  rooms  in  1979- 
1980. 

From  the  beginning.  Hickory  Grove  felt  the  need  to  align 
itself  with  an  association  of  Baptist  Churches  to  impart 
stability  and  uniformity  to  the  work  of  the  church.  At  the 
first  conference  delegates  were  sent  to  the  Cape  Fear 
Association.  Through  the  years,  the  church  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Cape  Fear  Association,  Columbus  Union, 
Robeson  Union,  Central  Union  and  since  1894,  of  the 
Bladen  Baptist  Association. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Union  was  first  organized  in 
1923,  however,  this  organization  was  short-lived.  The 
present  Woman's  Missionary  Union  was  organized  in 
1939.  The  Baptist  Training  Union  is  believed  to  have 
been  organized  between  1921  and  1925. 


Two  ministers  have  been  ordained  at  Hickory  Grove. 
Robert  M.  Sessoms  was  ordained  in  May,  1856,  and 
Charles  Hester  was  ordo'ned  in  July,  1 971 . 

Pastors  who  have  served  the  church  are  Elias  Davis, 
Isham  Stone,  Haynes  Lennon,  Furney  Prevatte,  Elias 
Davis  Johnson,  J.  G.  Fisher,  E.  W.  Wooten,  W.  S.  Ballard, 
R.  L.  Byrd,  J.  M.  Fleming,  R.  M.  Hilburn,  A.  H.  Porter,  R. 
S.  Lennon,  R.  N.  Cashwell,  W.  D.  Pridgen,  E.  A.  Paul,  R. 
A.  Stankwytch,  R.  L.  Edwards.  I.  H.  Lambert,  J.  C.  Shaw, 
Steve  Hora,  Robert  Carter,  LeRoy  Trevathan,  Bruce 
Lanier,  and  Joseph  Stanley.  The  present  pastor  is  James 
Brooks. 

Hickory  Grove  celebrated  its  centennial  in  1934  and  its 
sesquicentennial  in  1984.  These  celebrations  brought 
great  joy  to  the  members  and  friends  of  Hickory  Grove 
Church. 


1 
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PASTOR 

Rev.  Theodore  Lawson 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  9:30  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  10:30  a.m. 

WEDNESDAY 
7:30  p.m. 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 
GA,  RA,  Acteens,  Mission 
Friends 

WMU 

CHOIRS 

Senior,  Youth,  Children 


Bkl  ccording  to  the  oldest  minute  book  in  the  posses- 
i  sion  of  Lisbon  Baptist  Church,  Mount  Pleasant 
Baptist  Church  was  organized  on  October  1 2, 1 870.  J.  D. 
Elwell  was  moderator  and  J.  M.  Register  was  Clerk  in 
1 870.  The  minutes  of  the  Cape  Fear  Association  in  1 873 
described  the  state  of  religion  at  Mount  Pleasant,  "In 
Peace"  and  in  1874,  "We  are  in  peace;  have  had  a 
glorious  revival."  Elder  W.  S.  Melvin  was  called  as  pastor 
in  1889  and  J.  M.  Register  in  1890.  During  this  time  two 
other  ministers,  D.  J.  Clark  and  J.  B.  Downing,  were 
members  of  the  church.  In  1 928  the  name  was  changed 
to  Lisbon  Baptist  Church. 

While  Rufus  Britt  was  pastor,  a  beautiful  sanctuary  was 
built. 

The  church  was  admitted  to  the  Cape  Fear  Association 
in  1870  as  Mount  Pleasant.  In  May,  1892,  a  vote  was 
taken  to  ascertain  the  feeling  of  the  church  in  regard  to 
organizing  a  Bladen  County  Association  and  the  result 
was  nine  for,  seven  against.  In  August,  1 892,  the  minutes 
state,  "The  business  of  Bladen  County  Association  Con- 
vention was  called  by  the  Central  Union  to  meet  Septem- 
ber 15,  with  Brown's  Creek  Church  was  taken  up  and 
Brother  J.  M.  Register,  S.  H.  Hilburn,  were  appointed 
delegates  and  S.  B.  Thompson,  J.  B.  Melvin  and  J.  P. 
Vause,  alternates.  An  invitation  was  extended  to  the 
newly  organized  association  to  meet  with  this  church  in 


case  it  should  be  decided  to  organize."  In  September, 
1 892,  the  church  asked  the  Cape  Fear  Association  for  a 
letter  of  dismission  to  organize  a  new  association.  On 
November  7,  1892,  delegates  from  the  churches  of 
Bladen  County  met  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Lisbon,  and 
organized  the  Bladen  Baptist  Association.  Mount  Pleas- 
ant Church  was  dismissed  from  the  Bladen  Baptist  Asso- 
ciation in  1906,  admitted  to  the  Cape  Fear-Columbus 
Association  in  1907;  readmitted  to  the  Bladen  Baptist 
Association  in  1923. 

Other  pastors  who  have  served  this  church  are  Rufus  M. 
Hilburn;  William  Brunt;  E.  W.  Wooten;  H.  H.  HIidreth;  W. 
S.  Ballard;  William  Brisson;  A.  H.  Porter;  John  E.  King;  D. 
J.  Clark;  O.  P.  Meeks;  W.  O.  Biggs;  W.  D.  Pridgen;  A.  D. 
Woodell;  M.  D.  Beasley;  R.  A.  Britt;  Jennis  McLamb; 
Alton  Coble,  who  served  as  Associational  Missionary  for 
the  Bladen  Baptist  Association;  H.  D.  Harris;  and  Clyde 
Coates.  The  present  pastor  is  Theodore  Lawson. 


PASTOR 
Rev.  Phil  Lloyd 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  - 10:00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  11:00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  EVENING 

SERVICE 

7:30  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY 
7:30  p.m. 

OUTREACH  PROGRAMS 
Thursday  -  8:00  p.m. 

WMU 

First  Wed.,  7:30-8:00  p.m. 

BROTHERHOOD 

First  Wed.,  7:30-8:00  p.m. 


he  Cedar  Creek  Association  minutes  of  1872  tell 
of  a  "newly  constituted  church  in  Bladen  County" 
which  was  represented  at  that  meeting  by  Willis  Allen. 
The  church  was  organized  as  Mount  Olive.  Elder  F.  A. 
Prevatte  was  the  Pastor.  According  to  the  public  records, 
James  Burney  gave  a  building  located  about  a  mile  north 
of  Nathan  Bryan's  mill.  Only  the  building  was  given  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  members  of  the  Mount  Olive 
Church  "so  long  as  it  is  a  place  of  a  Religious  Society,  it 
can,  if  they  see  fit  to,  have  Sunday  School  there." 
According  to  the  deed  the  house  could  never  be  moved 
and  could  be  used  "for  nothing  but  Christian  Society  as 
Baptist."  Witnesses  to  the  deed  were  D.  M.  Singletary, 
Willis  Allen  and  J.  B.  Allen.  Elias  Johnson  was  one  of  the 
pastors  of  the  church  while  it  was  located  there. 

The  next  site  of  worship  was  at  the  end  of  the  street  or  the 
fork  of  the  road  about  three  hundred  yards  from  the  site 
of  the  present  church.  The  period  of  time  when  this  site 
was  used  for  the  church  is  not  known.  In  1895,  Mrs. 
Emma  Love  deeded  to  D.  M.  Singletary,  Trustee  of  Love 
Grove  Baptist  Church  one-half  acre  of  land  to  be  used 
only  for  a  church.  The  church  was  not  to  be  used  for 
school  purposes,  nor  any  of  the  land  for  burial  purposes. 
A  wooden  building  was  constructed  on  this  site  in  1917. 
A  brick  veneer  has  been  added  to  this  building.  A  fellow- 
ship hall  and  six  new  classrooms  were  added  to  the 
physical  plant  at  the  same  time  the  interior  of  the  building 
was  remodeled. 


The  minutes  of  the  Bladen  Baptist  Association  of  Novem- 
ber, 1895,  state  that  "An  invitation  was  extended  to 
churches  desiring  to  unite  with  this  body.  Corinth  and 
Love  Grove  Churches  responded  with  letters  of  dismis- 
sion from  Cedar  Creek  Association  which  were  read,  the 
churches  duly  received  and  the  right  hand  of  fellowship 
extended  to  the  delegates."  According  to  the  Associa- 
tional  minutes  Love  Grove  was  reorganized  and  admit- 
ted to  the  Bladen  Baptist  Association  in  1958. 

Since  its  reorganization,  Love  Grove  has  continued  to 
grow  in  numbers  and  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  The  church 
has  had  an  active  Sunday  School  almost  since  its  orga- 
nization. It  now  has  an  active  Woman's  Missionary  Union, 
a  Brotherhood,  and  youth  organizations. 

Pastors  who  have  served  this  church  include  W.  L. 
Brisson,  R.  L.  Byrd,  R.  A.  Hedgpeth,  W.  D.  Pridgen,  Curtis 
Brisson,  C.  R.  Hinton,  E.  H.  Canady,  N.  B.  Edge,  George 
H.  Wallace,  Wilbur  Edwards,  D.  M.  Clemmons,  J.  R. 
Burns,  J.  Wade  Fowler,  Gaston  Hester,  James  W.  Mar- 
tin, Orban  Gibson,  Bobby  McDowell  and  Milton 
McCormick.  The  present  pastor  is  Phil  Lloyd. 


alt  Marsh  Baptist  Church  was  organized  on  Octo- 
ber 13,  1862,  with  seven  charter  members.  It 
began  with  only  a  brush  shelterfor  worship  sen/ices.  The 
first  building  was  known  as  Salt  Marsh  Chapel  and  was 
dedicated  on  January  13,  1879,  in  a  service  conducted 
by  Elder  J.  M.  Register,  who  served  as  pastor  for  three 
years. 

The  present  building,  located  across  the  Salt  Marsh 
Road  about  one-quarter  mile  north  of  the  former  building, 
was  dedicated  in  a  sen/ice  conducted  by  the  Reverend  A. 
D.  Carter  in  July,  1914.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  name 
of  the  church  was  changed  to  Natmoore  Baptist  Church. 
Recently  the  church  building  has  been  renovated.  Five 
new  Sunday  School  rooms,  restrooms,  and  utility  room 
have  been  added.  The  basement  has  been  remodeled 
and  a  kitchen  added. 

According  to  N.  C.  BAPTIST  CHURCHES  -  A  DIREC- 
TORY the  church  was  admitted  to  Union  as  Nat  More 
Creek,  until  1864.  The  church  was  a  charter  member  of 
Eastern  Association  and  remained  a  member  until  1 874. 
The  church  was  reorganized  in  1879  and  admitted  to 
Cape  Fear  Association  as  Salt  Marsh  Baptist  Church.  It 
was  dismissed  from  Cape  Fear  Association  in  1892  and 
became  a  charter  member  of  Bladen  Baptist  Association. 
The  church  was  dismissed  from  Bladen  Baptist  Associa- 
tion in  1904  and  admitted  to  Wilmington  Association.  In 


1918  the  church  was  dismissed  from  the  Wilmington 
Association  to  become  a  member  of  Bladen  Baptist 
Association. 

The  first  Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  in  1950.  The 
Woman's  Missionary  Union  was  organized  in  1952.  The 
church  has  offered  Training  Union  under  the  direction  of 
Noah  Pridgen  twice:  from  1964  to  1979  and  from  1986 
to  1991.  The  Training  Union  each  time  produced  good 
results.  Evening  preaching  services  were  added  in  1 991 . 

Pastors  who  have  ministered  in  this  church,  in  addition  to 
J.  M.  Register  and  A.  D.  Carter,  include  David  J.  Ray,  J. 

D.  Elwell,  O.  L.  Stringfield,  John  Smith,  Jack  Bordeaux, 
J.  P.  Lennon,  D.  H.  Hilbum,  R.  M.  Hilburn,  W.  C.  Walton, 

E.  Boney,  J.  H.  Hildreth,  Wheeler,  Charles  H.  Utiey,  J.  H. 
Dobson,  A.  L.  Goodrich,  Henry  Carter,  David  E.  Pait,  C. 
B.  Home,  Charlie  Brisson,  G.  D.  Peterson,  Hugh  Cox,  A. 
E.  Herring,  W.  H.  Coleman,  Boney  Kelly,  Norman  B. 
Edge,  Albert  Smith,  Garland  Bordeaux,  Bill  Reynolds,  L. 
D.  Smith,  Maurice  McLean,  Earl  Evers,  Frank  Turner,  H. 
D.  Harris,  and  Walter  Hayes.  The  present  pastor  Is 
Donald  Hughes. 
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PASTOR 
George  Langley 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  10:00  a.m. 


WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  1 1 :00  a.m. 


WEDNESDAY 
7:30  p.m. 


WMU 

First  Monday  -  7:30  p.m. 


CHOIRS 

Senior,  Youth,  Children 


ew  Center  Baptist  Church  was  founded  on  Octo- 
ber 26, 1 947.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Bladen  Baptist 
Association  at  Love  Grove  Baptist  Church  in  1952,  "The 
New  Center  Baptist  Church,  located  on  Highway  1 31  four 
miles  south  of  Bladenboro,  hereby  makes  application  for 
admission  into  Bladen  Baptist  Association." 

The  petitionary  letter  included  the  following,  "It  will  be  our 
purpose  to  cooperate  as  fully  as  we  can,  with  the  Baptist 
program  as  promoted  by  Bladen  Association,  the  Baptist 
State  Convention  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  realizing  that  Christ's  commission  to 
'make  disciples  of  all  nations'  can  not  be  carried  out  by 
one. church  alone,  but  by  all  the  churches  working  to- 
gether." 


From  a  modest  beginning  this  church  has  grown.  On 
August  20,  1978  a  new  church  building  was  dedicated. 

Some  of  the  pastors  who  have  served  this  church  are 
Hollan  Hughes,  Earl  Lanier,  Gaston  Hester,  J.  L.  Hooks, 
John  R.  Moody,  Ed  Coleman,  J.  W.  Meares,  Richard 
Edwards,  Ronald  Hester,  Barry  Helms,  Adrian  Packer, 
and  Charles  Jackson.  The  present  pastor  is  George 
Langley. 


PASTOR 

Dr.  Paul  Forrester 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  - 10:00  a.m. 


WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  - 11 :00  a.m. 

DISCIPLESHIP  TRAINING 
Sunday  -  6:30  P.M. 

SUNDAY  EVENING  WORSHIP 

SERVICE 

7:30  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY 

7:30  p.m. 

WMU 

First  Tues.  After  2nd  Sunday 
7:30  p.m. 

BROTHERHOOD 


First  Sun.,  8:00  a.m. 


n  May,  1951,  five  elderly  ladies  started  having 
prayer  services  in  a  small  sewing  building,  which 
came  to  be  known  as  The  Mission  Building.  The  Rever- 
end E.  S.  Lingle,  pastor  of  Zion  Hill  Baptist  Church,  met 
with  them  when  he  could  and  encouraged  them  to 
continue  the  work  they  had  begun.  In  December,  1952, 
a  Sunday  School  was  organized  with  Mr.  Azzie  Cain  as 
director  and  teacher.  In  February,  1954,  Vance  Tyson 
was  invited  to  lead  a  revival. 

On  July  4, 1 954,  the  Reverend  Vance  Tyson  met  with  the 
group  and  some  of  the  neighboring  pastors  and  deacons 
and  constituted  a  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  which  was 
later  named  "Northside."  Leon  Smith,  Moderator  of  the 
Bladen  Baptist  Association  acted  as  moderator  of  the 
meeting.  Clara  Dove  was  elected  clerk.  The  Reverend 
Gaston  Hester  talked  on  the  Articles  of  Faith  and  the 
Reverend  Moore,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Clarkton,  spoke  on  the  relationship  with  sister  churches. 
Fourteen  people  joined  at  this  meeting.  The  books  were 
left  open  for  charter  members  forthirty  days,  with  20  more 
joining,  making  34  charter  members.  During  the  first  thirty 
years  of  the  church,  an  average  of  sixteen  members  per 
year  were  added  to  the  membership  roll. 

The  old  sanctuary  of  the  present  church  building  was 
begun  in  September,  1954.  In  1976  the  church  had 
grown  to  an  average  attendance  of  186  in  Sunday 


School,  so  a  larger  sanctuary  was  begun,  with  the  first 
service  being  held  on  the  first  Sunday  of  1978.  A  fellow- 
ship hall  joining  the  two  sanctuaries  was  completed  in 
1984. 

Northside  Baptist  Church  was  admitted  to  the  Bladen 
Baptist  Association  on  October,  1 954. 

The  Reverend  Vance  Tyson  continued  as  pastor  until 
January,  1985,  and  the  present  pastor,  the  Reverend 
Paul  Forrester,  was  called  in  January,  1985. 

The  members  of  the  church  are  most  grateful  for  the 
vision  of  these  faithful  leaders  who  so  diligently  worked 
for  the  cause  of  Christ  in  beginning  the  work,  which  led  to 
Northside  Baptist  Church. 


PASTOR 

Rev.  Buddy  Cain 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  10;00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  11:00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  EVENING 

SERVICE 

7:00  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY 
7:00  p.m. 


eace  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  Septem- 
ber, 1990.  Rev.  William  Harnson  was  the  first 
pastor.  Twenty-four  members  joined  the  church  at  its 
organization  with  twenty-two  coming  by  letter  from  the 
West  Bladenboro  Baptist  Church. 

A  garage  building  was  obtained  from  Mr.  Ennis  Lewis  on 
Highway  242  North,  just  outside  the  town  of  Bladenboro. 
Soon  a  totally  new  atmosphere  of  worship  was  created 
with  love  and  joy  by  the  entire  church.  Lots  of  cleaning, 
painting,  wihng,  curtains,  pews  and  seats,  a  piano,  sound 
system,  gas  heaters,  air-conditioners  and  a  few  kitchen 
appliances,  plus  a  few  other  things,  were  added. 

In  February,  1991,  Rev.  Harrison  resigned  in  answer  to 
a  call  from  a  church  in  Windsor,  S.  C. 

In  March,  1991,  the  church  called  the  Reverend  Buddy 
Franklin  Cain  for  his  first  pastorate.  Rev.  Cain  was 
Sunday  School  Director  of  the  West  Bladenboro  Baptist 
Church  where  he  was  licensed  to  preach.  He  was  or- 
dained by  Peace  in  September,  1 991 ,  and  still  serves  as 
pastor  of  this  growing  church. 

Mr.  Dwight  Cooper,  Director  of  Missions  for  the  Bladen 
Baptist  Association,  has  been  supportive  in  the  function- 
ing of  this  new  church.  Also  some  pastors  and  members 
of  other  churches  have  been,  and  still  are,  very  helpful. 


In  October,  1 990,  Peace  Baptist  Church  made  a  request 
to  become  a  member  of  the  Bladen  Baptist  Association 
and,  in  October  1991,  was  accepted  as  a  member 
church. 

Services  are  held  each  Sunday  with  Sunday  School  at 
1 0:00  a.m.  and  Morning  Worship  at  1 1 :00  a.m.  Sunday 
Evening  Worship  is  at  7:00  p.m.,  with  the  midweek 
service  on  Wednesday  at  7:00  p.m. 

In  September,  1992,  the  men  organized  a  Brotherhood 
unit  and  the  ladies  organized  a  Women's  Missionary 
Union. 

A  plot  of  land  on  the  Old  Abbottsburg  Road  (SR  1171), 
between  Highway  131  and  Twisted  Hickory  Road,  was 
given  to  the  Church  by  Mr.  Darrell  McDonald.  Plans  are 
to  start  a  church  building  in  the  near  future  as  the  church, 
with  God's  blessings,  outgrows  the  present  one. 


PASTOR 

Dr.  Wayne  Dewitt  Kennedy 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  10:00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  11:00  a.m. 

WMU 

First  Monday  -  7:00  p.m. 

HOMECOMING 
October  -  1  st  Sunday 


harter  members  of  Richardson  Baptist  Church, 
organized  in  1914,  were  David  H.  Hilburn,  R.  K. 
Nance,  Colon  Singletary,  John  C.  Davis,  Oscar 
McLaughlin,  Rad  Hester,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Sessoms,  and  Mrs. 
Hoke  Singletary. 

The  first  services  were  Sunday  School  classes,  held  in  an 
old  school  building,  located  near  the  present  site  of  the 
church.  The  first  conference  of  the  church  was  held 
October  4,  1914.  The  minutes  of  that  first  conference 
follow:  "First  Conference  held  with  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Richardson,  North  Carolina,  roll  called,  ab- 
sences noted,  spiritual  condition  of  the  church  inquired 
into,  nothing  reported.  Doors  of  the  church  opened, 
received  by  letter,  Carrie  Singletary,  Sarah  Ann  Singletary 
and  Bert  Singletary.  Moved  and  seconded  that  David 
Hilbourn  be  called  as  pastor.  Collection  on  the  Sabbath 
was  $2.30.  David  H.  Hilbourn,  moderator,  R.  K.  Nance, 
Church  Clerk." 

On  January  17,  1915,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  C.  Davis  gave 
a  tract  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  church 
building.  Many  persons  worked  on  the  church  building. 
Additional  Sunday  School  rooms  were  required  in  the 
1950s.  The  church  building  was  remodeled  in  the  late 
1950s.  In  1985  and  1986  more  land  was  acquired  for 
grounds  and  parking.  A  new  roof  and  vinyl  siding  were 
added  in  1988.  A  new  piano  was  purchased  in  1990. 


Richardson  Baptist  Church  was  admitted  to  the  Bladen 
Baptist  Association  in  1916. 

Under  the  direction  of  R.  L.  Byrd,  a  training  union  was 
organized.  During  the  1950s  a  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  and  a  Vacation  Bible  School  were  established. 

On  June  1 5, 1 91 5,  the  church  ordained  Justine  Hester  to 
preach  the  gospel.  He  served  Richardson  Baptist  Church 
faithfully,  until  his  death  intheinfluenzaepidemicin  1918. 

Pastors  who  have  participated  in  the  growth  of  the  church 
include  David  H.  Hilburn,  E.  Oscar  Johnson,  W.  A. 
Coleman,  W.  B.  Avery,  R.  L  Byrd,  Joel  S.  Johnson,  John 
A.  Moore,  J.  W.  Meares,  Jr.,  E.  P.  Lockamy,  Gaston 
Hester,  Merle  T.  Martin,  and  E.  L.  Coleman.  The  present 
pastor  is  Dewitt  Kennedy. 

The  church  celebrated  Its  fiftieth  anniversary  on  Novem- 
ber 1,  1964.  At  that  time  the  history  of  the  church, 
revealing  many  interesting  facts  in  the  growth  and  devel- 
opment of  the  church,  was  written  by  Esther  Singletary 
Williamson. 


PASTOR 

Rev.  Harold  Scott 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  10:00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  1 1 :00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  EVE.  SERVICE 
6:00  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY 
7:30  p.m. 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 
GA,  RA 

SPECIAL  PRAYER  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  9:30  a.m. 

OUTREACH  PROGRAMS 
Tuesday  -  7:30  p.m. 
Community  Visitation 

WMU 

First  Monday  -  7:00  p.m. 

SENIORS  SUPPER 
EVERY  MONTH 


^jS^  n  August  24,  1924,  at  the  Alpine  Schoolhouse 
I  located  near  South  River,  the  Reverend  Henry 
Carter  called  to  order  a  group  of  Baptists  including  the 
Reverend  C.  B.  Home  and  E.  O.  Johnston.  They  orga- 
nized Riverside  Baptist  Church,  so  named  because  of  its 
nearness  to  the  river.  J.  W.  McDuffie  was  the  Recording 
Secretary  and  W.  M.  Lewis,  Jr.,  the  Church  Clerk.  The 
nine  charter  members  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Smith, 
Robert  T.  Smith,  Conoly  Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Marshburn,  S.  A.  Marshburn,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Lewis,  Jr.  Later  the  building  was  moved  to  a  point  on  the 
Old  Wilmington  and  Fayetteville  Stage  Road--its  present 
location.  In  1930  there  were  39  members  and  in  1991 
there  are  approximately  195  members. 


Pastors  through  the  years  include  Henry  Carter,  C.  B. 
Home,  W.  A.  Coleman,  Charles  H.  Utiey,  T.  W.  Silver,  W. 
O.  Biggs,  R.  H.  Satterfield,  B.  B.  Hester,  C.  S.  Smith,  C. 
R.  Taylor,  M.  M.  Turner,  Ben  F.  Philbeck,  J.  Wade  Fowler, 
Bill  Reynolds,  James  L.  Smith,  John  C.  Hudson,  Alfred  N. 
Huneycutt,  Mark  N.  Powell  and  Charles  T.  McKnight.  The 
present  pastor  is  Harold  Scott. 

Riverside  celebrated  its  fiftieth  anniversary  in  1 974.  May 
God  continue  to  richly  bless  the  ministry  of  this  church. 


Riverside  was  received  into  the  Bladen  Baptist  Associa- 
tion during  its  annual  meeting  in  1924. 


The  church  sanctuary  was  built  in  1 936,  using  materials 
from  Mount  Zion  Church.  Mount  Zion,  disbanded  in 
October,  1 930,  was  located  about  two  miles  from  River- 
side on  Highway  21 0,  on  what  was  known  as  the  Meridith 
place.  In  1 959  twelve  Sunday  School  rooms  were  added 
and  the  sanctuary  was  renovated.  Since  that  time  the 
church  has  installed  central  heating  and  air  conditioning, 
and  stained  glass  windows.  The  fellowship  hall  was  built 
in  1976. 


PASTOR 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  - 10:00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  - 1 1  -.00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  EVE.  SERVICE 
6:30  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY 
7:30  p.m. 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 
GA,  RA,  Acteens, 
Mission  Friends 

SPECIAL  PRAYER  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  9:30  a.m. 

WMU 

Wednesday  -  7:30  p.m. 

BROTHERHOOD 
Wednesday  -  7:30  p.m. 

CHOIRS 

Senior,  Youth,  Children, 
Preschool 


n  June  19,  1873,  Elders  R.  M.  Sessoms  and  E. 
Davis  Johnson  assembled  at  a  preaching  station 
on  Fair  Bluff  Road,  eight  miles  from  Elizabethtown  to 
constitute  the  Sandy  Grove  Baptist  Church.  R.  M. 
Sessoms  acted  as  moderator.  The  Reverend  Ellas  Davis 
Johnson  preached  the  sermon  from  Phillipians  1:9-10. 
The  eleven  charter  members  were  James  H.  Rising, 
Willis  White,  M.  S.  Dove,  Abigail  Guyton,  Elizabeth  J. 
Rising,  Sara  E.  Comfort  Storms,  Sarah  J.  Storms,  Mary 
C.  Davis,  Elizabeth  A.  Davis  and  Margaret  Dove.  Sandy 
Grove  Is  a  daughter  church  of  Hickory  Grove  Baptist 
Church. 

The  minutes  of  the  Cape  Fear  Association  in  1 873  record 
Sandy  Grove  as  a  member  with  46  members.  Sandy 
Grove  was  dismissed  in  1892  to  become  a  charter 
member  of  the  Bladen  Baptist  Association. 

Dennis  Storms  gave  one  acre  of  land  for  the  first  log 
structure.  The  first  frame  structure  was  built  in  1 878.  This 
building  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1895  and  the  third 
structure  was  built.  Robert  Gibson  gave  one  acre  of  land 
in  1921.  In  1964  Dewey  D.  and  Mary  D.  Guyton  and 
Emmett  Guyton  gave  one  and  a  half  acres  of  land  to  build 
the  present  church  building.  This  building  was  completed 
in  1 969.  The  Reverend  Eugene  Gaskins,  the  first  full-time 
pastor,  and  his  family  were  the  first  to  occupy  the  pastorium 
which  was  completed  in  1975. 


Sandy  Grove  has  all  of  the  organizations  forteaching  and 
training.  Emmett  Guyton  served  as  Sunday  School  Su- 
perintendent for  over  forty  years,  perhaps  the  longest 
tenure  of  service  in  any  organization. 

Several  young  men  from  this  church  have  received  the 
call  to  preach  from  God.  They  are  Clyde  Adams,  Richard 
Edwards,  Jerry  Kinlaw,  Charles  Kinlaw,  Stephen  Cain, 
Mitchell  Nance,  Larry  Hayes,  and  Richard  Smith. 

Pastors  who  have  served  this  church  include  A.  J.  Free- 
man, M.  L.  Mintz,  D.  L.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Tyner,  E.  O. 
Johnson,  R.  E.  Powell,  S.  N.  Watson,  C.  B.  Home,  R.  M. 
Hilburn,  W.  A.  Coieman,  C.  R.  Hinton,  Wilbur  Edwards, 
and  Gaston  Hester  and  Eugene  Gaskins. 

We  give  God  the  honor  and  praise  for  leading  the  past 
and  earnestly  seek  his  divine  guidance  for  the  future. 


1 
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PASTOR 

Rev.  Carroll  Fonvielle 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  10:00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  11 :00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  EVENING 

SERVICE 

6:30  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY 
7:00  p.m. 

OUTREACH  PROGRAMS 
Thursday  -  8:00  p.m. 

WMU 

First  Wed.,  7:30-8:00  p.m. 

BROTHERHOOD 

First  Wed.,  7:30-8:00  p.m. 


hady  Grove  Baptist  Church  was  organized  priorto 
1855.  According  to  the  minutes  of  Hickory  Grove 


Baptist  Church,  two  members  were  received  into  the 
fellowship  of  Shady  Grove  in  1855  and  delegates  from 
Hickory  Grove  met  with  the  Columbus  Union  at  Shady 
Grove  Baptist  Church  in  1855.  Hickory  Grove  Church  is 
the  mother  church  of  Shady  Grove.  The  first  record  of 
membership  indicates  there  were  39  members  in  1857. 

The  first  church  building  was  built  on  the  land  where  the 
pastorium  is  now  located.  It  was  a  wooden  structure,  24 
by  32  feet,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  seventy-five.  Work 
was  begun  on  a  new  church  building  in  1890.  Class- 
rooms were  added  to  the  building  in  1 943  and  in  1 949.  A 
pastohum  was  built  m  1 953.  Improvements  were  made  to 
the  church  building  in  1960.  A  new  educational  building 
was  constructed  in  1967. 

Shady  Grove  was  a  member  of  the  Cape  Fear  Associa- 
tion and  Columbus  Union.  In  1 884  the  church  was  given 
a  letter  of  dismission  in  order  to  become  a  charter 
member  of  the  Central  Union.  Upon  request.  Shady 
Grove  was  dismissed  from  the  Central  Union  to  become 
a  charter  member  of  the  Bladen  Baptist  Association  in 
1892. 


sixty-six.  Training  Union  was  first  organized  in  1 947  with 
44  members.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Union  was  in 
existence  as  early  as  1946.  A  Brotherhood  was  orga- 
nized in  1962. 

The  church  licensed  Orbon  Gibson  to  preach  God's 
Word  in  1956. 

Records  show  Elder  James  Cashwell  to  have  been  the 
first  pastor;  he  also  served  the  church  in  1862.  Others 
serving  as  pastors  include  R.  M.  Sessoms,  E.  J.  Edwards, 
J.  B.  Downing,  Rufus  M.  Hilburn,  J.  M.  Register,  John 
Prevatte,  William  Brunt,  David  Hilburn,  C.  E.  Beard,  W. 
Lee  Brisson,  J.  Tom  Tyner,  D.  Lloyd  Johnson,  R.  M. 
Hilburn,  D.  L.  Johnson,  D.  L.  Hewitt,  W.  A.  Coleman,  K. 
L.  Stanley,  C.  B.  Home,  Cleve  Herring,  Paul  Britt,  Charlie 
Brissori,  C.  S.  Smith,  R.  M.  Walton,  Mark  Owens,  Earl 
Hales,  Wiley  Rutledge,  Eugene  Gaskins,  Sam  Jewell, 
and  Harold  Bell.  The  present  pastor  is  Carroll  Fonvielle. 


The  first  organization  of  the  church  was  the  Sunday 
School  for  which  the  1 91 2  records  show  an  enrollment  of 


uggs  Grove,  located  on  North  Carolina  Highway 
53  in  the  northern  part  of  Bladen  County,  is  about 
one  mile  from  the  Bladen-Cumberland  County  line.  The 
first  church  was  located  off  the  highway  about  one  mile 
south  of  the  present  site. 

It  is  believed  that  as  early  as  1 834  a  group  of  people  met 
to  worship,  sing,  and  pray  on  a  sandy  hill  in  a  grove  of 
trees  on  the  land  of  Raiford  Suggs.  This  man  is  credited 
with  building  the  first  church  building.  This  building  burned 
and  a  second  building  was  erected  on  the  same  site. 
About  1 938  Evander  Edge  gave  the  present  site  for  a  new 
church  building  and  construction  began.  This  building 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1949  as  were  all  of  the  church 
records.  The  present  church  building  was  started  on  the 
same  site  immediately.  Brick  veneer  and  airconditioning 
were  added  some  years  ago.  A  fellowship  hall  is  under 
construction. 

The  church  was  a  loose  organization  and  belonged  to  the 
Cedar  Creek  Association  as  early  as  1 858.  Research  by 
George  Rigsbee,  Bladen  Baptist  Historian,  shows  Suggs 
Grove  joining  "a  number  of  Baptist  Churches  in  conven- 
tion to  consider  the  propriety  of  organizing  an  association 
to  be  composed  of  Baptist  Churches  of  Bladen  County." 
This  convention  was  held  at  Brown's  Creek  on  Septem- 
ber13and  15, 1892.  Suggs  Grove  was  a  charter  member 
of  the  Bladen  Baptist  Association.  Records  show  that 
Suggs  Grove  asked  for  a  letter  of  dismission  at  the 
meeting  in  November,  1 909.  The  New  South  River  Bap- 
tist Association  lists  Suggs  Grove  for  1925,  1926,  and 
1927.  In  September  1929,  Randall  Edge  and  Alfred  S. 
Cain  were  appointed  to  go  to  the  New  South  River 


Association  and  ask  for  a  letter  to  join  Bladen  Baptist 
Association.  Alex  A.  Edge  and  A.  Cleveland  Cain  were 
appointed  to  take  the  letter  to  the  Bladen  Baptist  Associa- 
tion. The  minutes  of  the  Bladen  Baptist  Association  for 
1 929  record  "on  motion  of  O.  M.  Jones,  the  Suggs  Grove 
Church  of  the  New  South  River  Association  comes  under 
the  watch  care  of  this  association  pending  their  reception 
letter."  In  1 978  a  group  of  members  left  Suggs  Grove  and 
organized  a  new  church  named  Faith  Baptist  Church. 

Suggs  Grove  is  alive  and  doing  well.  There  are  171 
people  on  roll.  The  active  Board  of  Deacons  are  David 
Edge,  Chairman,  Vernon  Edge,  Badger  Edge,  Larry 
Feight,  and  Frank  Smith,  Inactive  deacons  are  Dennis 
Rutland,  Glynn  Lewis,  and  Ronald  Owen.  Because  the 
Suggs  Grove  Church  building  has  been  twice  destroyed 
by  fire,  church  information  prior  to  1 949  had  to  come  from 
outside  sources. 

There  is  no  complete  list  of  pastors.  Pastors  listed  in  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Bladen  Baptist  beginning  in  1929 
are  J.  K.  Todd,  T.  R.  Spell,  Hardy  Lanier,  Norman  B. 
Edge,  S.  R.  Goodman,  L.  L.  Todd,  A.  D.  Harrelson, 
George  Denton,  D.  M.  Clemmons,  E.  C.  Reeves,  W.  D. 
Hudson,  C.  O.  Honeycutt,  Jennis  McLamb,  Mack  Rob- 
erts, Russel  Padgett,  Jimmy  Hussey,  and  Michael  Oliver. 
Others  who  served  are  Claude  Home,  Lloyd  Johnson, 
Paul  Britt,  Joel  Johnson,  Rev.  Hinson,  and  James  C. 
Ray.  The  present  pastor  is  David  E.  Rutland. 

"If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us,"  must  surely 
have  been  the  motto  of  this  church,  for  in  spite  of  the  loss 
of  its  buildings,  it  has  continued  to  grow  in  grace  and 
numbers. 


(Ear  Mttl  l^tpttst  (Ef|itrcl| 


PASTOR 

Rev.  Darryll  Hester 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  10:00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  - 11:00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  EVENING  SERVICE 
DIciples  Training,  6:00  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY 
7:30  p.m. 

YOUTH  ACTIVITES 
GA,  RA 

OUTREACH  PROGRAMS 
Wednesday,  6:30  p.m. 

WMU 

Baptist  Women 

1st  Monday,  8:00  p.m. 

Young  Women 

2nd  Monday,  7:30  p.m. 

BROTHERHOOD 
Monday,  7:00  p.m. 

CHOIRS 

Senior,  Young  Adults,  Youth 
and  Children 

CHURCH  SPORTS 
Softball 


ne  hundred  twenty  years  ago,  according  to  the 
Cedar  Creek  Baptist  Association,  held  at  the 
Cedar  Creek  Church  October  1 6, 1 872,  a  "newly  consti- 
tuted church  in  Bladen  County"  was  represented  at  that 
meeting  by  Mr.  Willis  Allen.  That  was  the  Mount  Olive 
Church.  The  Associational  minutes  also  states,  it  "is  a 
newly  organized  Church  and  is  growing."  Elder  F.A. 
Prevatte  was  the  pastor. 

In  the  Bladen  County  Registry,  Deed  Book  6,  page  252, 
there  is  recorded  a  deed  from  James  Burney  to  the  Mount 
Olive  Church.  It  states  that  "it  shall  be  used  for  nothing  but 
a  place  of  Christian  Worship  as  a  Baptist  Church."  This 
church  was  "located  about  one  mile  north  of  Nathan 
Bryan's  Mill  in  an  old  field,  near  the  Boggy  Branch."  Only 
the  house  was  given  for  the  use  and  benefit  for  the 
members  of  the  Mount  Olive  Church  "so  long  as  it  is  a 
place  of  a  Religious  Society,  it  can,  if  they  see  fit  to,  have 
Sunday  School  there."  The  deed  was  witnessed  by  D.M. 
Singletary,  Willis  Allen  and  J.B.  Allen. 

From  this  humble  beginning  one  hundred  twenty  years 
ago  began  the  Tar  Heel  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

The  Church  later  took  the  name  of  Love  Grove  Mission- 
ary Baptist.  Just  when  the  name  of  the  church  was 
changed  to  Tar  Heel  Baptist  Church  is  uncertain. 

The  Congregation  of  Tar  Heel  Baptist  was  given  land  by 
the  O.L.  Smith  Family  to  construct  a  new  church.  The  site 
was  located  on  the  Tar  Heel  Ferry  Road  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  Cape  Fear  River.  On  April  8,  1957  the 
Trustees  of  Love  Grove  Baptist  Church,  the  Congrega- 
tion that  would  continue  on  in  the  original  church,  deeded 


to  the  Trustees  of  Tar  Heel  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  by 
authority  given  them  by  the  church,  all  the  real  estate 
owned  by  said  church  as  successor  in  title  to  Love  Grove 
Baptist  Church. 

Ground  breaking  ceremonies  for  a  new  educational 
building  on  the  site  were  held  on  February  16th,  1958. 
Dedication  services  were  held  on  July  16th,  1958.  The 
sanctuary  was  built,  and  dedication  services  were  held 
on  the  third  Sunday  in  June  1967. 

Additional  land  was  given  by  the  Smith  Family  for  the 
construction  of  a  parsonage. 

In  January  of  1990,  dedication  services  were  held  for  a 
new  Fellowship/Educational  building  to  accommodate 
the  growth  experienced  by  Tar  Heel  Missionary  Baptist 
Church.  The  note  on  the  two  story  structure  was  burned 
on  November  3rd,  1991. 

This  church  is  a  living  tribute  and  a  lasting  memorial  to 
those  who  nobly  began  a  church  in  the  Tar  Heel  commu- 
nity over  one  hundred  years  ago.  Let  us  continue  to  move 
forward  to  spread  the  kingdom  of  God. 

A  complete  list  of  those  who  have  been  pastors  of  this 
church  is  not  available,  however,  those  known  to  have 
served  include  F.  A.  Prevatte,  Elias  Johnson,  R.  L.  Byrd, 
R.  A.  Hedgpeth,  W.  O.  Biggs,  W.  D.  Pridgen,  Curtis 
Brisson,  C.  R.  Hinton,  E.  H.  Canady,  N.  B.  Edge,  George 
H.  Wallace,  Wilbur  Edwards,  D.  M.  Clemmons,  Joe  R. 
Burns,  J.  Wade  Fowler,  Oren  Honeycutt,  Harry  Brisson, 
James  C.  Ray  and  Homer  Murdock,  Jr.  The  present 
pastor  is  Darryll  Hester. 


ll  PASTOR 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  10:00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  11 :00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  EVENING 

SERVICE 

7:00  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY 
7:00  p.m. 

OUTREACH  PROGRAMS 
Thursday  -  8:00  p.m. 

WMU 

First  Wed.,  7:30-8:00  p.m. 

BROTHERHOOD 

First  Wed.,  7:30-8:00  p.m. 


|jSjS|  est  Bladenboro  Baptist  Church  was  organized  on 
I  March  27,  1917.  This  meeting  took  place  in  the 
public  schoolhouse  at  Bladenboro  Cotton  Mills,  about 
three  hundred  yards  from  the  present  location. 

The  Reverend  R.  M.  Hilburn  was  moderator  and  was 
called  as  the  first  pastor.  W.  B.  Hester  was  the  first  clerk. 
W.  B.  Hester  and  J.  D.  Edwards  were  elected  deacons. 

In  1919  West  Bladenboro  petitioned  for  admission  and 
was  received  into  the  Bladen  Baptist  Association. 

The  Hilburn  Family  gave  land  to  the  church  for  a  church 
building  in  1919  and  the  building  was  completed  the 
same  year.  Brother  Tommie  Hewitt  built  and  gave  the  first 
pulpit  stand  to  the  church.  Dunng  the  time  the  Reverend 
Gaston  Hester  was  pastor,  plans  were  made  to  build  a 
new  church  building.  On  June  11,  1953,  a  building 
committee,  consisting  of  Jodie  Bennett,  Tallie  Kinlaw, 
Forest  Turner,  and  Bryan  Bullard,  was  appointed.  The 
minutes  do  not  contain  the  actual  date  of  the  first  service 
in  the  new  sanctuary. 


Pastors  who  have  served  through  the  years  are  R.  M. 
Hilburn,  R.  E.  Powell,  D.  L.  Hewitt,  W.  D.  Pridgen,  Wilbur 
Edwards,  Will  Coleman,  E.  N.  C.  Andrews,  A.  T.  Cain,  L. 
L.  Todd,  J.  W.  Meares,  B.  W.  Howell,  Gaston  Hester,  Joe 
Campbell,  C.  B.  Dunn,  Ernest  Davis,  C.  E.  Brisson,  Glenn 
Moree,  Stacy  Wells,  Millard  Johnson,  Richard  Smith,  Bill 
Harrison,  and  Vernon  McKeithan.  The  present  pastor  is 
Aaron  Brooks. 


It  is  believed  that  the  Woman's  Missionary  Union  was 
organized  in  1 935  under  the  leadership  of  the  wife  of  the 
Reverend  A.  T.  Cain.  Later,  the  Girl's  Auxiliary,  the  Young 
Women's  Association,  Sunbeams,  and  Brotherhood  were 
organized.  Some  of  the  names  have  changed,  but  the 
organizations  are  still  active. 


PASTOR 

Rev.  Walter  Hayes 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  10:00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  1 1 :00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  EVENING 

SERVICE 

7:30  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY 

7:30  p.m. 

CHOIRS 
Senior 

YOUTH  COMMITTEE 
Plans  different  activites 
for  youth  during  the  month. 


he  White  Lake  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in 
1832.  The  Mount  Pleasant  Church,  under  the 
leadership  of  Elder  William  Ayers,  found  that  its  location 
was  inconvenient  for  a  large  portion  of  the  congregation. 
Mount  Pleasant  merged  with  White  Lake  Church  about 
1843.  Prior  to  the  Civil  War  and  after,  this  church  had 
black  members,  who  were  granted  letters  of  dismission 
to  join  New  Hope  Church  in  1868.  Several  members 
received  letters  of  dismission  in  1881  to  organize  Kate's 
Chapel  Church.  The  church  roll  lists  210  members;  the 
Sunday  School  roll  lists  70  members. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  church  worshipped  under  a 
shelter  near  the  site  of  the  old  turpentine  still.  In  1857  a 
committee  saw  H.  H.  Robinson  about  land  on  which  to 
build.  A  fellowship  hall  was  built  in  1 963  and  a  new  brick 
sanctuary  and  educational  building  were  dedicated  in 
1967.  A  pastorium  was  built  in  1979.  The  stump,  with 
steps  used  by  the  ladies  to  mount  their  horses,  still  stands 
on  the  front  lawn  of  White  Lake  Baptist  Church. 

In  1842  White  Lake  Church  asked  the  Goshen  Associa- 
tion for  a  letter  of  dismission  to  the  Cape  Fear  Associa- 
tion. In  1860  the  church  made  application  for  a  letter  of 
dismission  from  the  Cape  Fear  Association  to  the  Cedar 
Creek  Association.  The  church  voted  to  return  to  the 
Cape  Fear  Association  in  1 862.  When  the  Bladen  Baptist 
Association  was  organized  in  1892,  this  church  became 


a  charter  member.  The  annual  meeting  of  th>^  Bladen 
Baptist  Association  was  held  at  White  Lake  hurch  in 
1905,  1909,  1939,  1963  and  1971. 

The  Sunday  School  was  organized  April  6,  1879.  The 
church  began  holding  regular  services  at  White  Lake 
Correction  Unit  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Reverend 
Garland  Bordeaux.  White  Lake  Resort  Ministry  began 
during  the  Reverend  Al  Cauley's  pastorate. 

Ministers  who  served  this  church  include  William 
Hollingsworth,  William  Ayers,  William  B.  Bullard,  Furney 
Prevatte,  William  West,  Noah  Mercer,  David  J.  Ray, 
James  W.  Dickerson,  J.  D.  Elwell,  C.  C.  Newton,  W.  S. 
Melvin,  J.  B.  Downing,  William  Brunt,  R.  C.  Sandling,  J. 
H.  Dobson,  Henry  Carter,  Rufus  Britt,  B.  F.  Rollins,  A.  D. 
Carter,  W.  O.  Biggs,  C.  B.  Home,  E.  C.  Reeves,  Joe 
Burns,  Joel  Johnson,  Joe  Campbell,  Alfred  Huneycutt, 
Garland  Bordeaux,  Al  Cauiey,  FrankTurner,  R.  Rivenbark, 
Mark  Gaskins  and  Bobby  Hardwick.  The  present  pastor 
is  Walter  Ree  Hayes. 


jjSjil  hite  Oak  Baptist  Church  was  organized  on  July 
■^1  26,  1859  under  the  leadership  of  W.  B.  Bullard 
William  Ayers.  Charter  members  were  W.  S.  Melvin, 
James  Melvin,  Samuel  Martin,  Edward  Martin,  Elizabeth 
Beard,  C.  L.  Beard,  Marium  Melvin,  Damarius  Melvin, 
Eliza  S.  Melvin  and  Margaret  Melvin.  W.  S.  Bullard  was 
the  first  pastor. 

The  original  site  of  the  church  was  at  the  head  of  Cowpen 
Branch  in  the  area  known  as  "Black  Head".  The  church 
was  moved  when  Wesley  Purdie  gave  the  land  on  which 
the  present  structure  stands.  On  March  1 , 1892,  a  build- 
ing committee  and  others  interested  in  building  a  new 
house  of  worship  met  and  agreed  on  plans  for  a  new 
building.  It  was  to  be  60  by  40  feet  with  a  piazza  and 
belfrey.  Sunday  School  rooms  were  added  in  1927.  The 
church  was  later  remodeled.  An  educational  building  was 
completed  in  1985. 

White  Oak  joined  the  Cedar  Creek  Association  in  1870, 
but  left  in  1 892  to  join  the  Bladen  Baptist  Association  as 
a  charter  member. 


W.  S.  Melvin  and  Tommy  Bryant  have  been  licensed  to 
preach  by  this  church.  W.  S.  Melvin,  Robert  E.  Cole,  and 
Wingate  Cain  have  been  licensed. 

Pastors  who  have  served  this  church  include  W.  B. 
Bullard,  Edward  Martin,  Noah  Mercer,  Furney  Prevatte, 
W.  S.  Melvin,  H.  S.  Spivey,  William  Brunt,  J.  G.  Fisher,  W. 
S.  Ballard,  O.  P.  Meeks,  J.  W.  Cobb,  J.  M.  Fleming,  J.  E. 
Dupree,  J.  S.  Johnson,  H.  M.  Muggins,  C.  F.  Whitlock,  W. 
O.  Biggs,  Lee  A.  Philips,  Oruis  Miller,  S.  R.  Goodman,  C. 
S.  Smith,  B.  M.  Glisson,  B.  W.  Howell,  Furney  Naylor, 
Joel  Johnson,  R.  D.  Byrd,  Jennis  McLamb,  Clyde  W. 
Coats,  J.  C.  Ray,  Merle  T.  Martin,  C.  Leon  Warren  and 
Gregory  McGarvey.  The  current  pastor  is  James  Larry 
Davis. 


The  Woman's  Missionary  Union  was  organized  in  1900 
with  Mrs.  Lizzie  Cain  Butler  elected  as  the  president  and 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Bryan  as  secretary-treasurer.  A  Sunday  School 
is  first  mentioned  in  the  church  minutes  in  1890.  A 
Sunday  School  Institute  under  the  leadership  of  Elder  B. 
W.  Spillman  in  1896. 


PASTOR 

Rev.  James  Weihrauch 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  10:00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  -  1 1:00  a  m 

SUNDAY  EVENING 

SERVICE 

6:30  p  m 

WEDNESDAY 

7  00  p.m 

OUTREACH  PROGRAMS 
Elizabethtown  Nursing  Center 
Sunday  -  9:00  a.m. 

Len-Care  Nursing  Center 
Tues.  -  10:00  a.m.,  Bible  Study 
Thurs.  -  6:00  p.m.,  Bible  Study 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 
GA,  RA 

WMU,  BROTHERHOOD, 
&  MISSION  FRIENDS 
Wednesday  -  7:30  p.m. 


iIb  n  Februar7  1 5,  1 91 4,  a  meeting  was  called  by  the 
Reverends  A.  H.  Porter  and  D.  J.  Clark  at  the 
home  of  Ashby  Townsend  to  organize  a  Missionary 
Baptist  Church.  The  church  was  called  Whites  Creek. 
Charter  members  were  Reuben  Dew  and  wife,  Margaret 
Campbell  Harrelson,  Delia  Harrelson,  Tressie  Harrelson, 
Enoch  Harrelson  and  wife,  Dora  Cherry  Harrelson,  Nolle 
Harrelson,  Boyd  Harrelson,  Hugh  J.  Harrelson,  W.  J. 
Harrelson,  Dan  Harrelson,  T.  B.  Harrelson,  Ashby 
Townsend,  Ambrose  Townsend,  Owen  Dew,  and  Roy 
Townsend  and  wife,  MagnoliaTownsend.T.  D.  Townsend 
and  E.  D.  Harrelson  were  the  firsttrustees .  Roy  Townsend 
was  the  first  church  clerk  and  T.  B.  Harrelson  was  the  first 
treasurer. 


The  Reverend  James  M.  Hester  was  the  first  pastor. 
Others  who  have  served  as  pastors  include  A.  H  Porter, 
J.  T,  Tynor,  L.  B.  Boney,  D.  O.  Johnson,  B.  F.  Rollins,  W. 
A.  Coleman,  C.  B.  Home,  A.  D.  Woodell,  J.  S.  Johnson, 
E.  H.  Canady,  Lee  R.  Phillips,  J.  B.  Dosher,  A.  D.  Frazier, 
J.  C.  Ellis,  R.  A.  Bntt,  Pete  Lingle,  Bob  Harns,  Mark 
Owens,  Earl  Hales,  Eugene  B.  Gaskins,  George  Lan- 
gley.  Garland  Bordeaux,  Donald  R.  Coley,  Merle  Johnson, 
Robert  Craig  and  Bervin  Ferguson.  The  present  pastor  is 
Jim  Weihrauch. 


For  the  first  few  months  services  were  held  in  the  home 
of  Tom  D.  Townsend.  Then  for  a  short  time  the  members 
met  in  a  small  shanty  used  by  sawmill  hands.  William  and 
Montgomery  Hester  gave  an  acre  of  land  on  which  the 
original  church  building  was  started  in  1914.  Approxi- 
mately a  year  after  the  organization  of  the  church,  a 
building  was  hulled  in.  As  the  members  were  financially 
able,  the  building  was  completed. 

Through  the  years,  the  church  has  had  an  active  Sunday 
School,  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  Training  Union, 
and  Youth  Ministry. 
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PASTOR 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Boone 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Sunday  -  10:00  a.m. 

WORSHIP  SERVICE 
Sunday  - 11:00  a.m. 

SUNDAY  EVENING 
SERVICE 


6:30  p.m. 

WEDNESDAY 
7:30  p.m. 

YOUTH  ACTIVITES 
GA,  RA,  Acteens 

WMU  &  BROTHERHOOD 
1st  Wed.,  7:30  p.m. 

CHOIRS 

Children,  Teenage,  Senior 

BAPTIST  YOUNG  WOMEN 
2nd  &  4th  Wed.,  7:30  p.m. 


ion  Hill  Missionary  Baptist  Church  was  organized 
in  1 885  in  a  community  without  a  place  of  worship. 
The  first  meetings  were  a  Sunday  Prayer  Meeting  that 
met  in  a  sawmill  shanty;  later  this  group  organized  a 
Sunday  Bible  Class  which  met  in  the  Cleveland  School- 
house.  Several  of  the  early  members  came  from  the 
Galeed,  Hickory  Grove,  Abbottsburg,  and  Sandy  Grove 
Churches.  The  church  was  constituted  with  41  members 
in  1886. 

The  church  is  located  two  miles  north  of  Bladenboro  on 
North  Carolina  Highway  410.  Three  houses  of  worship 
have  been  built.  The  first  was  a  one-room  frame  building, 
begun  in  1 886,  and  finished  in  1 904.  An  annex  was  built 
in  1923.  A  concrete  block  building  was  dedicated  on 
November  28, 1 943.  An  educational  building  of  brick  was 
erected  in  1 957.  A  brick  sanctuary  with  a  fellowship  and 
classroom  annex  connected  to  the  previously  built  edu- 
cational building  was  dedicated  in  a  special  service  on 
June  30,  1974.  In  1978  the  church  voted  to  build  a 
parsonage.  The  parsonage  was  completed  in  1980  and 
the  first  full-time  minister  began  on  January  1 ,  1 981 . 

Zion  Hill  was  dismissed  by  the  Cape  Fear  Association  to 
become  a  charter  member  of  the  Bladen  Baptist  Associa- 
tion at  its  organizational  meeting  on  November  11,1 892. 
Zion  Hill  hosted  the  Bladen  Baptist  Association  in  1941, 
in  1954,  in  1966,  1978  and  in  1992. 

The  Sunday  Bible  Class  that  later  became  Zion  Hill 
Church,  first  became  a  Sunday  School  which  met  each 


Sunday.  It  has  met  continuously  since  the  beginning.  The 
graded  system  of  Bible  study  was  instituted  in  1923. 
Since  1929  the  church  has  continuously  offered  youth 
training  classes.  A  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  said  to 
have  existed  prior  to  1 91 1 ,  but  discontinued,  was  reacti- 
vated in  1 946. 

On  February  14,  1954,  the  church  adopted  the  rotation 
system  of  deacon  ministry.  A  constitution  was  adopted 
and  enacted  by  the  church  on  April  11,  1954. 

The  church  has  ordained  three  men  into  the  ministry. 
They  are  David  H.  Hilburn,  Ronald  Hester  and  Merle 
Johnson. 

Pastors  include  Rufus  M.  Hilburn,  George  C.  Calnes,  J. 
M.  Register,  Joe  Fisher,  William  Brisson,  R.  L.  Byrd,  J.  H. 
Hildreth,  W.  L.  Brisson,  E.  O.  Johnson,  K.  L.  Stanley,  Paul 
T.  Britt,  Joel  S.  Johnson,  C.  J.  Ellis,  George  H.  Wallace, 
E.  S.  Lingle,  Macon  J.  Davis,  J.  C.  Shaw,  Steve  Hora,  Joe 
H.  Dempsy,  Clyde  Coates,  George  W.  Langley  and  Tim 
Sellers.  The  present  pastor  is  Robert  L.  Boone. 

Zion  Hill  celebrated  one  hundred  years  of  worship  and 
ministry  on  October  1 4, 1 985  when  the  church  observed 
its  centennial.  We  are  grateful  to  God  for  all  who  have 
formed  the  sacred  heritage  of  this  church  and  for  each 
member  of  the  church  family.  May  our  faith  increase  as 
we  energetically  live  the  principles  of  God's  Kingdom  in 
the  future. 
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